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!The educetional opportunities of the  EJigerian youths a r e  very 

much influence6 by many fac tors  i n  theil' environments t o  the extent 

that many a time they chooss o r  aspire  t o  en te r  i n t o  occupations t ha t  

a re  not r e a l i s t i c  and i n  consonance t d t h  t he i r  i n t e l l ec tua l  a b i l i t i e s  

and apti tudes . 
The purpose of this study was t o  iden t i fy  and analyse the factors  

t ha t  influence secondary school students i n  t h e i r  occupational 

choices o r  aspirations,  

A &x'&ifiedrandom saaplo of four hundrod Ss3 students comprising 

of equal number of boys and g i r l s  from one hundred and t h i r t y  secondar 
was 

schools in Enup Education aune,&ed fqr the study. Data were 

collected by mans of questionnaire and annlysed employing mean, 

percentages, t - t e s t ,  and chi-square s t a t i s t i c s .  

The study revealed tha t  parents have Ifhugreatest in.fluence on t h e i r  

children i n  t h e i r  occupational choices or  aspirations.  Other factors  

ident i f ied i n  this study arc  socio-economic i n  nature. Financial 

aemaneration ,working conditions, nature of the occupation and the 

tendency t o  belong t o  the prestige occupations such as medicine, 

engineering and law f o m  the major "determinants for  the respondents. 

Occupational choices and aspirations.  Based on the findings of the  

study it was recommended among other things that h c t i o n a l  guidance 

and counselling e f fo r t s  should begin from the primary school through 

the  senior secondary and should be emphasised a t  the  jubior secondary 

school level.  



I I JTRODUC'KO~ 

packground of the  stuQ 

Before the  introduction of f o m a l  education i n  Nigeria, an indivi-  

dual's aspira t jons  and consequent choice of an occupation o r  career was 

influenced by such forces a s  heredity, t r ad i t i on  and supersti t ion.  A 

eon, f o r  instance, As forced t o  learn the t rade or  profemion of hie 

fa ther  or a daughter t o  learn the profession of t he  mother, with l i t t l e  

o r  no consideration given t o  sv-ch ?actors as apti tude,  i n t e r e s t  and 

personal preference, Row different  we are today from this t rad i t iona l  

a t t i t ude  t o  occupational aspira t ions  and choices is ye t  t o  be determined. 

During tha t  time, the farm families r e s i s t ed  sending t h e i r  children 

t o  school, while the  "good children" stayed a t  home t o  learn t h e i r  

parents9 occupations, Wery head of family, Hndred or v i l l ages  made 

it cer ta in  tha t  the  younger elements learned the t r ad i t i ona l  t rade o r  

occupation. 

With t he  introduction of formal schooling, the home still remains 

the  basic environment f o r  learning f o r  the child. T h i s  means t ha t  the  

childt 8 personal values and personality a r e  decided basical ly  by the  

home environment with parents a s  prime teachem. 4&er words, the 

ch i ld  learns  the  basic s%ilZs,behaviour ,and attitudes a t  home before 

going t o  school ( ~ e e l e r ,  1985). T h i s  means tha t  by t he  time he enters 

school, he has formed 3is habi t s , i s  conscious of his fard;tS'a stadam 

and position i n  the  soceity,and his y w e - - . ~ ~ W  is ahm* formed. 

me qual i ty  p - ~  - & b e n t  of education acquired by the  ch i ld  depends 

on m e  home background and the t o t a l  environment i n  which he lives., 

This education acquired a t  home w i l l  influence his a t t i t udes  towarb  



schooling, his performances and i n  fac t  his occupational aapira€ions and 

c h i c  e . 
T h i s  issue of occupational alspirationa and choices has a long 

history which dates back to  the time of mato, Cicero and Lock. 

Plato, (429 BC - 3 4 7 ~ ~ )  i n  his  writings on the ideal  socf ety suggested 

that each worker should be assigned t o  the one occupation for  which he 

is naturally f i t t e d .  Cicero, (1~6-43 B C )  i n  his essay on nDu%iesfl 

advocated self-determination for  the individual personal occupational 

choices. John Imke i n  1695 euggested that childrents nature and 

aptitude should be studied as a means of d e t ? ? ? ~ f h e i r  c a p c i t i e s  f o r  

learning, impwing  the i r  knowledge and performing be t te r  a thei r  jobs. 

ULe'in every other occupation, the a b i l i t i w ,  aptitudes, and interest8 

of students should be conaidered before they are allowed t o  enrol i n  

different vocational programmes i n  educational inst i tut ions.  

There are many factors which might influence the individual i n  his 

occupational aspirattons and choice. The8 e include among others, the 

need to  adjust to  the national manpower ipbalance, job opportunities, 

job sat isfact io2 of the paat graduates, fear of unesnployment , at t rac t ive  

salary, influence of parents, teachers, relat ions and friends. 

The present aneteri'ux measure with i t s  attendant inf lat ion,  the 

materialistic nature oi' the p u t h e  end the tendency t o  belong to  the 

prestige professions help to induce youth to  aspire o r  choose p r 0 f e a B i ~  

such as  law, medicine, engineering a d  so on; which are mpposed 

yield. enormous financial returns. 
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From w h a t  is happening today i n  Nigeria, every school leaver aims a t  

becoming a lawyer or doctor ins tead of aspir ing t o  become a farmer. He 

does not take i n t o  consideration his a b i l i t i e s ,  capabi l i t i es  and apt i tude 

with respect t o  h i s  occupational aspirations.  Parents a l so  recommend the  

"prestige occupations" f o r  t h e i r  children i r respec t ive  of t h e i r  chi ldrente  

acadeanic l imita t ions .  This i s  the  reason why a great  number of secondary 

achool leavers waste a good number of years taking JAMB examination t o  

do courses i n  the  universi ty loading t o  the prestige occupations, 

without success. 

It is important t ha t  occupations should be taught in the  secondary 

echool. School subject  should a l so  be explained t o  students t o  famili- 

a r i s e  them with the courses available i n  the  higher i n s t i t u t i ons  and 

t h e i r  minimum requirements so t ha t  they can match these requirements 

with t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s ,  capabi l i t i es  apti tude8 and i n t e r e s t s  before making 

t h e i r  choices. 

Since career choice i s  one of the most crucia l  decisions an 

individual makes in lit's, arid aince this choice w i l l  determine the  

sat isfact ion and d i ssa t i s fac t ion  he ge t s  fkom hie work and the  opport- 

un i t i es  avaflable for  future  promotion and advancement, there  i s  a need 

for  an organised functional guidance and counselling programme i n  our 

school system. T h i s  programe i a  necessary i n  order t o  guide students 

i n  the choice of occupations t ha t  a r e  r e a l i s t i c  and i n  consonance with 

t h e i r  academic a s se t s  and  limitation^. 

Statement of the Problem 

The educational opportunities of -Lhe Nigerian ch i ld  are very much 

influenced by many factors  i n  his environment especially his parents 
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who are obviously his prime tesrl'nors. It seems that children of e l i t e  

psrents have be t t e r  edtrcational . .pportunit iee than t h e  children of non- 

e l i t e s .  Membership i n  the  e l i t e  group i s  primarily determined by educ- 

at ion.  At the same time, t he  opportunit ies f o r  employment i n  the 

governmetlt~l and edxcational bureacraciea a r e  more open to  the  members 

of the e l i t e  group s ince  .they possess t he  r equ i s i t e  academic qual i f ica t ionsm 

Consequently, it becomes obvious t ha t  the principal  inher i tance which 

e l i t e  parents can bequea?.h t o  i-heir children i s  sound education. 

Many psople i n  -this country have t h e i r  careers chosen f o r  them by 

t h e i r  fa ther ,  mother, guadians o r  friends. In other words many fac tors  

in t he  environment influence people t o  a sp i r e  o r  choose occupations. 

Many a time, people under t he  influence of these  environmental fac to rs  

choose occupations t h a t  a r e  not r e a l i s t i c  and i n  consenance with t h e i r  

academic a b i l i t i e s  and apti tudes.  

Sometimes, f inancia l  or  material  .smuneration forms the  major 

determinant fo r  such choices. But sometimes people refuse t o  take up 

ce r ta in  jobs whtch f a l l  rcifhin t h e i r  capacity, even though i t  is  highly 

emmerative fo r  the s inp la  ?emon that those jobs a r e  considered t o  be 

!!dirty il 
'mean , or a r e  8.ssocj.ated with. iow clase ci t izens .  Rr instance, 

a boy from an upper c lass  family w i l l  not l i k e  t o  or  oven i f  he l i ke s ,  

,,&:d not be allowed by llis pxer_t;s t o  teke up mechanic t rade or  become 

a farmer. 

It should be noted t he t  i n  Nigeria, especia l ly  i n  academic c i r c l e s ,  

every school leaver wants t o  become a lawyer, an engineer o r  a doctor 

but none aspires  t o  take up f m t n g  as a career. 



5 

Oladele (1982) XgKlighke2 tlmt tho a rea  of vocational asp i ra t ions  

and choice hEls received l i t t l e  01 no a t t en t ion  i n  Nigeria and Africa i n  

genera. According t o  h i m ,  there is  lack of awareness and knowledge about 

varied prospects i n  several  f i e i d s  which a re  very rewarding, but not  

explored by seccr-dary school s h d e n t s .  Often, a student 's  choice of an 

occupation may rict rela-te t o  his ~ ' b i l i t y .  Most students a r e  ye t  t o  be real-  

i s t i c  i n  making occuptiona! cim5ces. Since career oppptunities i n  the  

society on one hand and o d u c ~ t i ~ c a l  system on the other a r e  pre-requisites 

f o r  entry i n t o  jobs, students should be helped t o  reckon with t h e i r  own 

i n t e r e s t s  as well as the  objective assessment of t he i r  a b i l i t i e s  before 

choosing an occupation. A c r i t i c a l  analys is  of environmental f a c to r s  

influencing the  occupational asp i ra t ions  of students therefore  becomes 

an a rea  of i n t e r e s t .  

Purpose of t he  etudy. 

T h i s  s t u d y  war, designed t o  analyse the environmental factors  t ha t  

influence f hc occup  t i ona l  aspira t ions  of secondary school students towards 

independent l ivk3g. 

SpecifLcc?lly, the mudjj biz designed to:  

1.  f ind out tho l eve l  of ~ ~ c h b o l h g  when students begin t o  make 

occupational choices ox asl)i:'ai.? C ~ E  . 
2. iden t i fy  th occupatj.ori&j P - s $ r ~ t i o n s  of secondary schbol students. 

3 .  ident i fy  ' ths environmental factors  t ha t  influence the  occupational 

asp i ra t ions  of s tudsnts .  

4. determino the  exkont to wA%ch students a r e  influenced i n  t h e i r  

occuputional ~,spirat ions/clmiccs by f he i r  parents. 



m i f i c a n c e  of t he  s t u 3 .  

The findings of this study have some significance for  school 

administrators, government, p r e n t s ,  teachers and students. 

For the school administrators,  t h e  study w i l l  provide them with 

relevant i n f  omat ion regarding tk  di f fe ren t  occupational aspira t ions  of 

students under t h e i r  care so as t o  help teachers. guide the students 

towards r ea l i s i ng  t h e i r  occupa.tiona1 goals and aspirat ions.  Where 

students aspire  fo r  o c c u p a t i o ? ~ ~  ,that a r e  et variance with t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  

and ept i tudes ,  the  school 8-dministration working through the  guidance 

personnel could help such students make the necessary adjustments i n  

t h e i r  vocational aspira t ions .  

Ebr government, the  findings of t he  study w i l l  a id  i t  t o  make 

r e a l i s t i c  po l ic ies  regarding ins t ruc t iona l  programmes aimed at  helping 

the  students t o  recognise his as se t s  and l i a b i l i t i e s  ear ly  i n  l i fe .  

This w i l l  he lp  the  students t u  make t he  necessary adjustments i n  order 

t o  avoid W s t r a t i o n .  B l o t  of crimes i n  socie ty  a r e  done by f rus t ra ted  

school d ropouts .  

mr parents the  study w i l l  provide them with t h e  information 

r e l a t i ng  t o  th.e extent t o  which they i n . Z u o ~ c e  t h e i r  chjJdren o r  wards 

i n  t h e i r  occupationaZ ~~s,piratic;r.~/c~oices. The study w i l l  a l s o  provide 

them with the  in fomat ion  regarding how they would help t h e i r  children 

t o  make r e a l i s  t i c  occupational choice. 

For teachers &nu gvidance counsellors, the study w i l l  provide 

information they need t o  plan t ra in ing  programmes i n  order t o  d i rec t  the  

students towards t h e i r  occu.pational gocls and aspira t ions .  
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For t h e  students,  this study w i l l  expose than t o  d i f fe ren t  environ- 

mental fac tors  t h a t  impinge on them i n  t he  process of making occupational 

choices. T h i s  w i l l  help them match t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  with t h e i r  a b i l i t y  

before choosing a career.  I4 he makes a r e a l i s t i c  choice of career,  he 

i s  bound t o  becone n kp?y  individual;  but i f  he doesn't ,  he w i l l  beoome 

a maladjusted infividual .  T E s  is  in support of Zaccaria's (1970) asser- 

t ion ,  that an individual  finds l iap~iness  and advancement and r a a i n s  i n  

an occupation i f  he lx-s made a good occupational choice and t h a t  

inadequate choice leads t o  f a i l u r e  and maladjustment and consequent 

choice of another occupation. 

Scope of the  StuQ. 

This invest igat ion was car r ied  out i n  Enugu Education Zone of 

Anambra Sta te .  T h i s  education zone is made up of s i x  Local Government 

Areas, namely, Enugu, Lwgu, Ezeagu, Udi, Nkanu and O j i  . 
The study focused on the environmental var iables  influencing 

occupational choices/aspirations of students. Variables such as heredity 

and trtlditiorl were not c c n ~ i d e ~ i d  i n  the  study. 

Research Questions 

The following Research Questions formed the  bas i s  f o r  t he  study: 

1. A t  what l eve l  of s z h c c l i n ~  6.0 ~econiiary school studen-ta f i r s t  

become concerned with ocwpational  aspiration/choices? 

2. What a r e  - the  occupational aspira t ions  of secondary school students 

towards independmt l iv ing? 

3.  What factors/actj.vj.ties influence secondary school students i n  

t h e i r  occupational aspira t ions  o r  choices? 

4. To w h a t  extent are students influenced i n  t h e i r  occupational 



aspirations/choices by t h e i r  parents? 

&pot heses 

The follo-mng n c l l  b p t h e s e s  were t e s t ed  a t  the  0.05 l eve l  o f  

probability. 

The occupational cspirc t ions  of secondary school students towards 

independent l i v ing  i s  indepexent  of  location of students. 

The occupational aspLratiww cf secondary school students towards 

independent l i v ing  i s  independent of gender (sex). 

There w i l l  be no s ignif icant  d i f f e r e n ~ d ~  0.05 ) between secondary 

echo01 boys and girls i n  t h e i r  mean responses regarding the  

environmental fac to rs  t ha t  influence secondary school students i n  

t h e i r  occupational aspira t ions .  

There w i l l  be no s ign i f ican t  difference between rura l  boys and t h e i r  

urban counterparts  i n  t h e i r  mean responses i n  r e l a t i on  t o  the  

fac tors  t ha t  influence them i n  t h e i r  choice o r  occupational 

aspirat ions.  

There w i l l  be nc, z i z ~ i f t c a i i t  difference between rural girls and 

t h c i r  urban c o u n t e r p r t s  i n  t h e i r  mean responsea i n  re'latlon t o  

the  factors  t ha t  influence t l s a  i n  t h e i r  choice of occupation o r  

There w i l l  b.2 no slp.i.,"icnnt d i  ffarence between secondary school 

boys and t h e i r  female counterparts  i n  t h e i r  mean perception of 

the  exte9t they a r c  influence6 i n  t h e i r  occupational asp i ra t ions  

by t h e i r  parents. 
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HC+: 
There w i i l  be no s ignif icant  difference between urban boys and 

t h e i r  ru ra l  counterparts  i n  t h e i r  perception of the extent t o  

w'nich they m e  infduenc ed i n  t h e i r  occupational aspira t ions  by 

t h e i r  parents. 

HOB: There w i l l  be no s ignif isan- t  difference between urban g i r l s  and 

t h e i r  r u r a l  c o u n t e r p r t s  i n  t h e i r  perception of the extent t o  which 

they were influenced I11 t ho i r  occupational asp i ra t ions  by t h e i r  

parents. 

~sewnpt ions  of the  study. 

The follewing assumptiens were made with reapect t o  

The SS.3 s tudents  t M t  comprised the  population f o r  the  study were 

b e t k e n  16 and 18' years of age. This age range f a l l a  between seaond 

and third period of the decision making process i n  re la t ion  t o  

occupational choice. Some students of t h i s  age range bave made 

r e a l i s t i c  occupational choice while others a r e  still aspir ing t o  

choice or  have made t en t a t i ve  choice o f  occupatims (~dama, 1956). 

Respondents of the  quwtiormsire were honeet in their responses. 

The kpestionnaire w e  an appropriate k ~ m  collection. 

The s t a t i s t i c a l  t oo l s  xsed f o r  th+ analysis  of data were 

appropriate. 



CHAlPTER TWO 10 

Review of Related Li te ra tu re  

A number of invest igat ions  and theor ies  have been advanced the  

world over i n  the area of occupational choices or  asp i ra t ions  as they 

a f f ec t  secondary school students. In this chapter, an attempt has 

been made t o  review relevant l i t e r a t u r e  with a view t o  providing a 

theoret ical  foundation f o r  t h e  study. The review of l i t e r a t u r e  

presanted i n  this chatper therefore  is organised under the  following 

sub headings : 

Introduction. 

Theoretical l i t e r a tu r e .  

Farental socio-economic s t a t u s  and occupational choice 

Home environment and oc cupational choice . 
Ia ren ta l  encouragement, i n t e r e s t  and motivation versus 

occupational choice. 

Ebperical s tud ies  on occupetionalchoice. 

Theories of occupational choice. 

Summary. 

INTROmcTION 

Euncn his tory  and experiences has shown t h a t  ambition of man i s  

born out of his i n t e r e s t  and challenges of l i f e .  A review of research 

ca r r ied  out by several  au tho r i t i e s  i n  education and soc i a l  sciences has 

shown t h a t  there  i s  a marked rolat ionahip between socio-economic s t a t u s  

of parents and t h e i r  chi ldrenst  occupational choice. 

Man's i n t e r e s t  and challenges t ha t  confronts him i n  l i f e  which 

determines bla ambition, f a t e  o r  h i s  dest iny i s  influenced by what he 
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sees around h i m ,  what nature endows on him and w b t  he f e e l s  about l i fe .  

Hence the socio-economic s t a t u s  of the  parents of any individual  ch i ld  

i s  an important determinant of what t h e  ch i l d ' s  occupational choice i s  

l i k e l y  t o  be. 

The home is an important agent of socia l izat ion and was the s ea t  

of education i n  the  ancient times. It i s  i n  the  home tha t  the  foundation 

of ideology and pr inciple  t ha t  w i l l  r u l e  t he  ch i l d ' s  w i l l  i n  future  

l i f e  is  l a id .  The introduction of fonnal education i n  this par t  of t h e  

world some years ago brought the negligence of the r o l e  of the hune i n  

t h e  ch i ld ' s  education; but recent research has shown tha t  there i s  bound 

t o  be a llsocial catastrophew i f  the home is  not  allowed t o  play i ts par t  

adequately i n  t he  education of t h e  child.  

The ch i l d  learns  the  basic s k i l l s ,  behaviour and a t t i t u d e s  a t  home 

before going t o  school. T h i s  means t ha t  by the  time he enters  school, 

he has formed his habits ,  is conscious of his family 's  s t a t u s  and 

posit ion i n  t he  socie ty  and his pereonality is almost formed. He has 

acquired some education. The qua l i ty  and extent of education acquired 

depends on t h e  home background and overal l  environment i n  which he 

l ives .  T h i s  education, acquired at  home, w i l l  influence his a t t i t u d e s  

towards schooling, h i s  performances and i n f a c t  his occupational choice. 

The family i s  primary i n  shaping the  ch i l d ' s  personality, values 

and a t t i tudes .  Its influence is  grea tes t  i n  the ear ly  formative yeare 

of t h e  ch i l d  than any other factor .  It is from the  home tha t  t he  c h i l d  

l ea rns  the  basic soc i a l  values of the society. The school supplements 

what the  home has inculoatod i n  the  child.  
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The socio-economic s t a t u s  of the  parents determines t he  type 

of hcms t ra in ing  being inculcated i n t o  t he  chi ld .  It a l so  determines 

the  type of school t o  be attended and how ser iously  t he  chi ld  is made t o  

regard his/her s tudies .  Consequently, children come t o  school with 

d i f fe ren t  a t t i t udes .  Some a r e  well adjusted,  some i l l -adjus ted and 

some a r e  f rus t ra ted with the school and werything the school does 

and stands f o r  these have some degree of influence on t h e  c h i l d t s  

perfomances i n  school which w i l l  d i r ec t l y  o r  indrect ly  a f f ec t  h i s  

occupational chcice. 

Educational goals are  viewed as outcomes of t he  s o c i a l i m t i o n  

process and t he  family i s  a major agent of this process. It i s  a l so  

em 43cepted f a c t  t h a t  an individual ' s  capacity f o r  mental work, his 

behavioural a t t i t udes ,  his pr inciples  and believes is a by-product of 

hereditary and environmental fac to rs  . But the  degree of contribution made 

by each other has long remained controvereial  among soc i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  

and educationists. The viows and opinions expreaeed i n  the wofks and 

findings of invest igat ion 's  t o  be reviewed below wi l l  help f ind out 

the amount of contribution made by each of these factors .  

2:2 THEORETICAL LITERATURE 

The process of l i v ing  t e s t s  everyone and a person's  socio-economic 

status according t o  Sorenson (1977) is determined la rge ly  by how success- 

f u l l y  he meets his tasks.  Sorenson flmther maintains t h a t  the socio- 

economic s t a t u s  of ch i ld ren t s  homes influence than i n  many ways and 

has much t o  do with t h e i r  success or f a i l u r e  in  schools. 
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Most of t h e  works t h ~  researcher reviewed see a l l  t h e  socio- 

economic s t a t u s  of parents var iables  a s  contributing d i r ec t l y  or 

ind i rec t ly  t o  academic performances a t  schools and occupational choice 

of the  child. 

The journal of Nigeria Education Research vol 2. Nc 1 (1 982) 

i den t i f i ed  the major components of socio-econouic s t a t u s  as-wealth, 

educational standard and home with i t s  environment. Based on this 

information a person on e reputable paying occupation enjoys a high 

eocio-economic s t a t u s  while t h e  reverse is  the  case. 

Sorenson (1964) wrote t ha t  achool children come from homes which 

d i f f e r  widely i n  s i z e  and value of income and education of t h e i r  parents; 

i n  the vocation of t h e i r  parents,  and the  general standing of the family. 

In addit ion,  he wrote t ha t  tho children of low socio-economic 

c lasses  have more money troubles,  f e e l  more inadequate and f ee l  more 

f m s t r a t e d  than the  children of the  higher classes.  Hence the school 

conveyor b e l t  drops t he  lower c l a s s  chi ld  pre t ty  ea r ly  i n  the education 

route.  

The socio - economic status of parents therefore can influence 

students i n  t h e i r  choice of a course of study t o  a grea t  extent. The 
en j oy 

amount o f  f inancia l  support a student can / while undertaking a - 
oourse of study i n  no small measure depends on p r e n t a l  sooio-economic 

s ta tus .  Sharing i n  the same view, Coser (1 975 ) was of t he  opinion t ha t  

a student from a wealthy family can perhaps look forward t o  a long period 

of course t ra in ing  without having t o  go i n t o  debt. T h i s  indubitably 

shows t h a t  f o r  a student t o  take t o  course t ra in ing  f o r  example, which 
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lasts f o r  a period of five o r  s i x  years,  he must cone from re l a t i ve ly  

an avemge family. In his own contribution,  Olive (1968) admitted 

thit kme environment may handicap a chi ld  i n  school and in l i f e  o r  may 

be a soarce of spec ia l  advantage. 

On the  education of parents,  Ogunlade (1972) observed t ha t  

students educational acYdevements and l e v e l  of parental education a r e  

posit ively re la ted.  Crowther (1 972) a l s o  contended t ha t  well educated 

parents wanted t h e i r  children to  benef i t  a s  they have done *om good 

education. T h i s  on t h e  other hand implies t ha t  incentive t o  learn ,  

regardless i n  which di rect ion,  seems t o  be t o t a l l y  lacking among parents 

with l i t t l e  o r  no formal education. The educate3 parents understands 

t h e  value of education and according t o  Ngwobia (1966) they pov ide  

some incentives t o  re inforce  t h e i r  ch i ld ren ' s  des i re  t o  learn. 

Students could therefore i n  r e a l i t y  choose a course study due t o  

s t a t u s  con3 enlen% . t o  the parents. Some students i n  the  view of &eke 

(1973) could see  some courses a s  major factors  f o r  f inding solution t o  

t h e i r  individual  socio-economic problems. Douglas (1 964) i n  his study 

t o  determine the  influence of parental  socio-economic s t a tu s  on 

s t u d e ~ t s  observed t ha t  middle c l a s s  parents t&e more i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  

chi ldren 's  progress than the  manual working c lass  parents do; and t h i s  

i n t e r e s t  he concluded, increases as the children grow older. 

From the  above review, i t  can be infered t ha t  the  socio-economic 

s t a t u s  of parents i n  no small measure inf luencestheir  children i n  

t h e i r  choice of a course of study i n  schools. 
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2:3 xcren ta l  socio-economic s t a t u s  and occupational choice. 

~t can be convincingly s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  socio-economic fac tors  

s ten from the  level  of education and occupation of the  head of the  

family. Although some i l l i t e r a t e  parents have made i t ,  money-wise, 

they sti l l  do no t  have t he  understanding of how t o  motivate t he i r  

children. They have no i n t e r e s t  and favourable a t t i t u d e s  towards t h e i r  

chi ldren 's  education. These a re  not what money can do. IWrthemore, 

t he  occupation of the  parents determines t he  economic s t r eng rk  of the  

family. This is important because i t  determines t he  type of educ- 

a t iona l  plan the  parents w i l l  l ay  f o r  t h e i r  children and the  type of 

school they send them. 

It could thus be proved t ha t  t h e  economic stren&k of the  parents 

affec$s the  chi ldren 's  ambition and thus t h e i r  occupational choice. 

A ch i ld  who f e e l s  t ha t  h i s  parents could not sponsor his univers i ty  

education w i l l  not  have much hope of taking t o  such professions a s  

medicine, l a w ,  engineering, pure science e t c  ins tead he takes t o  such 

professions as  trading,  carpentry, welding, road-side mechanic and such 

professions t ha t  are  acquired outside the  universi ty.  

A s  has been forementioned, t h e  ch i lds '  opportunity fo r  education 

i s  influenced by his parent ' 6  l eve l  of education. Educated parents a r e  

aware of t h e i r  responsibi l i ty  t o  t he  education of t h e i r  children. They 

a r e  in te res ted  on t he  chi ldren 's  progress a t  school and so  help them with 

t h e i r  school work. Occasionally, they go t o  school t o  inquire  and dis- 

cuss t h e i r  chi ldren 's  progress. c his is not applicable t o  i l l i t e r a t e  

parents. Supporting the  above view Cloward (1 974) said:  



The lower - c l a s s  ch i ld  i s  a l so  handicapped educationally 
by t he  inexperience of his parents, which limits t h e i r  
a 5 i l i t y  t o  prepare t h e i r  youngsters f o r  school success, 
f o r  example, they of ten  lack the  knowledge a s  well a s  t he  
time t o  help with homework. 

In addition t o  the above, pa ren t ' s  occupation:- influences 

t he  ch i l d ' s  opportunity fo r  education and his achievement i n  school. 

T h i s  is because t he  labourer - parents think more of how t o  sustain 

the  family, and therefore,  no a t t en t ion  is given t o  t h e  ch i l d ' s  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  growth or  educational future.  The parents concern f o r  

Meconomic survival eerevely l i m i t s  t he  anount of a t t en t ion  parents 

can a l loca te  t o  the  Won-essentiallt a c t i v i t y  of st imulating t h e i r  

chi ldren 's  i n t e l l e c tua l  growth or  planning t h e i r  educational 

Cloward (1979). 

Faf'unwa (1963) supporting Claward r e i t e r a t ed  t ha t  l i t e r a t e  

parents influence t h e i r  chi ldren 's  academic achievement positvely . 
He maintained that African homes hinder chi ldren 's  performance due t o  

the i l l i t e r a c y  of t h e  parents, lack of educational toys i n  the  home 

and t he  i n a b i l i t y  of the  parents t o  help t h e i r  children with t h e i r  

school probl ems. 

One of t he  reasons why l i t e r a t e  parents influence t h e i r  

ch i ld ren ' s  academic performance was given by Morrish (9972). 

Refering .to Crowther's repor t ,  he sa id  t ha t  educated parents want 

t h e i r  children t o  benef i t  as they have done from good education. 

Therefore, t h e  chances of children of professionals and managers 

continuing t h e i r  education a re  nuch grea te r  than t h a t  of the  children 

of unski l led  workers. It means t h a t  the good name, achievement and 



progress nade by parents should continue ra ther  than end with the  

par en ix . 
The income of parents a f f ec t  the  achievement of the ch i ld  i n  

school. T h i s  i s  because good income w i l l  bring about conducive 

environment and everything needed and necessary to  f a c i l i t a t e  

education, Musgrace (1 972) maintained tha t  ; 

A high income enables parents t o  give t h e i r  children the  
advantages t ha t  money can buy. It i s  a great  help t o  a 
ch i ld  t o  l i v e  i n  pleasant surroundings, be provided with 
educational toys,  to  go t o  pr ivate  schools with a low s t a f f i ng  
rat io. .  . 
Love11 (1973) quoting Bloom s t a t ed  emphatically that what 

education mems t o  a chi ld  depends on the  l eve l  of education by 

parents and other s ign i f ican t  adu l t s  or  s ib l ings  on his l i f e .  He 

added t ha t  motivation and reinforcanent by these adu l t s  a l l  a f f ec t  the  

ch i ld  i n  school. Thus t he  occupational choice of s ch i ld  is immensely 

affected by the  parental  socio-economic s t a tu s ,  

2 : 4 - r~~~~~ - LW.W? ww: - ~ B Q $ W  

The i n p a r t a c e  of home background fo r  success on education has 

long been acknowledged. It i s  believed tha t  children from the  lower 

c l a s s  perform poorly i n  school because of t he  environment they grew up 

in .  There is disorder,  lack cf privacy and overcrowding which a r e  

charac te r i s t i cs  of lower c l a s s  way of l i f e .  A l l  these a r e  poor per.- 

paration fo r  the  quiet  , orderly classroon atmosphere. 

There i s  very l i t t l e  sustained verbal  communication i n  the home 

of t he  lower c lass  chi ld .  The upper c l a s s  home seems almost the ieeverse, 

with l e s s  mental demand made upon h i m ,  t h e  chi ld  from t h e  lower c l a s s  



has not developed a sustained a t t en t ion  span or high degree of 

ar.Liculation. These a f f e c t s  his thinking processes a t  school as 

thought processes are dependent upon the  use of language, wrote 

The s i a e  of the  fani ly ,  as pa r t  of home environment, influence 

academic achievement i n  school,  his means t ha t  the  necessary th ings  

needed by t he  ch i ld  f o r  schooling a r e  provided on the upper c l a s s  homes 

where the s i ze  is most of t he  time small. On the  other hand, children 

from l a rge r  homes may not have a l l  t h e i r  needs attended to.  This i s  

because t he  parents a r e  often faced with the  problems of grappling 

with t h e i r  (chi ldren 's )  feeding and other family problems t o  think i t  

important t o  send them t o  school o r  provide a l l  necessary school 

materials .  

The home must be conducive t o  learning and must give t h e  ch i ld  

opportunity to  do pr iva te  reading such w i l l  influence a ch i ld ' s  per- 

fomance fo r  b e t t e r  grades than one who works throughout a t  hone without 

anytime t o  r e s t  and read. Many educationists  believe t h a t  home enviro- 

nment influences achievement which bui lds  t he  desi re  f o r  academic 

advancement. A s  Uka (1 966) c lea r ly  s t a t e d  t h a t ;  

Parents who a re  i l l i t e r a t e  o r  who have no formal 
schooling do not provide the  home atmosphere 
conducive t o  the formation of good study habits.. . 
In some homes the  children a r e  so encumbered with 
domestib dut ies  thnt  they have l i t t l e  o r  no time ... 
f o r  study. 

In  his view Banks (1 968) wroto t ha t  home environment may hnndi- 

cap a ch i l d  i n  school and in l i f e  o r  i t  may be a source of special  

advantage. She opined t h a t  extreme poverty c rea tes  a home 
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environment t h a t  may negatively influence t he  ch i ld  at echo01 . 
Pcv~x-k;, she went on, breeds malnutri t ion and poor l i v i n g  conditions 

whicL1 can a f f ec t  t he  ch i l d ' s  heal th  and i nd i r ec t l y  a f f ec t  his a b i l i t y  

t o  l e m  and concomitant f a i l u r e  on school. Thus a ch i ld  gets  dropped 

oat from school f o r  o t k r  professions t h a t  could help hin t&e care  of 

himself. 

Poverty may be due t o  unemployment, prolonged i l l n e s s  of t he  

bread-winner i n  t he  family o r  break-up of the  family due t o  divorce. 

T h i s  w i l l  de f in i t e ly  a f f ec t  students performance. mrthermore, 

children of manual working c l a s s  parents who l i ved  i n  council e s t a t e  

with be t t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  performed much be t t e r  than children of the same 

c lass  l i v i n g  i n  hones with poor amenities rented from pr ivate  landlords, 

Douglas (1 964) . In  other words, Douglas is saying t ha t  the  di f ference 

i n  performance was due t o  home environment. 

S t i l l  confirming the importance of home environment t o  n ch i ld ' s  

performance i n  school, Douglas wrote t h a t  ce r ta in  home conditions a r e  

unfavournblo to achool achievement. s c h  a s  unsat is factory housing 

conditions which he sa id  depress tho t e s t  performance of children a t  the 

age of e ight  i r respec t ive  of t h e i r  soc i a l  c lass .  But t ha t  the  middle 

c l a s s  children reduce this handicap a s  they ge t  older, where ae  t h e  

lower c l a s s  children f a l l  even firtbr behind. 

There is  no mystery about a ch i l d  performing excel lent ly  a t  

8chool sa id  Sexton (1964). This is  because, a s  she put it ,  a ch i ld  

t h a t  i s  famil iar  with books, ideas ,  conversation, waye and means of 

i n t e l l e c tua l  l i f e  before he en t e r s  school, indeed before he begins 

coneciously t o  think, b s  a marked advantage. He is a t  home i n  the 



house o f  i n t e l l e c t  just a s  the  s tab le  boy is a t  home among horses o r  

the  chi ld  of actors  on s tage,  Such a ch i l d  ge t s  acquanted with world 

his tory  and c l a s s i c  of his time and with s m e  characters.  He there  

becomes in te res ted  i n  some characters and develop the anbit ion t o  be 

l i k e  such people. He w i l l  then s t a r t  imi ta t ing i n  t h e i r  b e l i w e s ,  

i dea l s  and principles.  She s t a t ed  t h a t ;  

Home environment may handicap a ch i ld  i n  school and i n  
l i f e ,  It may be a source of spec ia l i sed  advantages. 
Home environment may p r w i d e  unusual opportunit ies o r  
i t  may close a l l  doors and shut out a l l  opportunities. 

She believes generally,  that the  more education t h e  family head 

has, t h e  higher t he  family income and t he  higher h i s  ambition fo r  his 

children.  

Conclusively, from the  above reviewed l i t e r a t u r e ,  t he  importance 

of good and favourable home environment, which w i l l  enhance a child s 

performance i n  school and p rwide  a boast f o r  academic advancement, 

cannot be over emphasized. 

Q - G U I . ~ ~  anal  .A - r3hoiceb --- 
Motivation and encouragement have pos i t ive  e f f ec t  on academic 

achievement and advancment. This has been proved by many learning 

t heo r i s t s  such a s  Thorndike, Pavlov and Skinner. 

A Nigerian educationist ,  Uka (1 966, 19-24) and Evans (1966) agree 

tha t  motivation and encouragement from parents posi t ively  a f f e c t  per- 

formance at  school. Uka sa id  that l i t e r a t e  parents who understand 

t h e  value of education not only motivate t he  children t o  l ea rn  but t ha t  

they a l so  provide incentive t o  reinforce the desi re  t o  learn.  T h i s  is 



because, these  parents have i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  children's  education 

and future.  

Evans added t h a t  children do not want t o  go t o  school because 

they r e a l l y  want t o  be there,  but because t h e i r  parents through motiva- 

t i on  and encouragement make them t o  be there. He expressed t h e  view tha t  

~?2-1 drm f r o m  +hp lows? . . ,  rl.?ss . .  I -.... ,p?-rsnts I e_re LC?? - r c ~ i , l  sg&, then children of 
. - . . . . . . : .Y 1 .  -at hme and 

+~pe? c!.~n s h c t ~ ? * . ~ c ,  they Rrc?. ~ r p m  crl % hooks, educat;is?a.s.l toys ml' material 
i . .. - L .  

school. The home motivate, between home and school. The home motivates 

and reinforces i n  h i m  the  desi re  t o  learn .  

In  t he  lower c l a s s ,  where t he  e n t i r e  family has no hurricane 

lamp, one o r  no t ab l e  and few chairs ,  the  chi ld  as  do the  parents see 

no need f o r  education. It i s  a fac t  t ha t  i n  Nigeria, some parents 

from the  lower c lass  who have children a t  school, withdraw them 

dtmhg  farming and harvesting season. They a r e  withdrawn e i t he r  t o  

look a f t e r  the  younger and older members of the  family o r  t o  come and 

help i n  the farm, o r  to  look a f t e r  the ca t t l e .  Such children w i l l  never 

perform well a t  school no matter the  l eve l  of t h e i r  I.&. 

Skinner (1962) supporting uka and Evens s t a t e d  categor ical ly  t ha t  

motivation creates  maximum mental a c t i v i t y  which scholars have viewed 

as the  super high way t o  learning. 

In  t he  same vein,  Sorenson (1964; 283) asser ted t ha t  progress i n  

school i s  f a c i l i t a t e d  more f o r  t h e  children of the  upper and middle 

c lasses  due t o  t he  support they ge t  from home while lower c l a s s  children 

a r e  handicapped i n  school academically i n  this respect .  

One read i ly  agrees from the  foregoing review tha t  motivation is 

an important f ac to r  t ha t  influences learning,  performance and t he  des i re  



t o  further studies of a child i n  school 

Many scholarts hive carried out studies to  determine the relation- 

ship between socio-economic s ta tus  and academic advancement, i n  general, 

i n  school. Majority of the studies came out with findings that prove 

that t b r e  exist  a relationship, . , T h i s  s e t  of l i t e ra tu re  will be 

reviewed f i r s t .  Rich (1965) used 300 pairs of parents of s ix th  grade 

students f o r  his study. The instrument used was the parental a t t i tude  

research instrument which was given t o  these parents. In the end, Rich 

found trhnt there are  no significant difference between parents dis- 

interested, dominant or democratic a t t i tude  and the children'sacademic 

achievement and occupational choice. 

MacTwnald (1964) i n  the process of his study reviewed a l o t  of 

studies that  are  of the view that  there is  no relationship between 

socio-economic factor  and occupational choice. The studies are  Coleman 

(1 940), B r i m  (1 960), Wri (1 96 1 ) and Washburne (1 959 1. 

Colanan stated that  the relationship between socio-economic 

Status and such factors a s  achievement, aptitude, motivation and occu- 

pational choioe had not been established. 

B r i m  held the view that investigators were unable to  explain the 

relationship between socio-economic s tatus  and academic achievement 

and occupational choice of the children adequately. 

Curri and Washburne found i n  t h e i r  respective studies that  

occuptional choice and achievament was not peculiar to any one sooio- 

economic s tatus  and measures of academic motivation, aptitude and 



achievement. He used eleventh grade high school student@. IFOr each 

of t he  subject an index of  socioieconimic etatuer was computed baaed 

on a weighting of educational l eve ls  of f a t b r  and mother and t h e i r  

occupations. Re found among other things t h a t  socio-economic s t a tu s  

is  not a s ignif icant  fac tor  i n  determing the academic achievement o f  the 

subjects,  pmt i cu l a r ly  with poor performances. 

C ic i r e l l i  (1965) used 609 subjects f o r  hia study i n  sub-urban 

Detroit. The sample was c l a s s i f i ed  i n t o  high and low socio-economic 

g roup .  Criterbn ma used f o r  the c lass i f ica t ion  were the type of 

neighbourhood i n  which the children l i v e  and the  occupation of t h e i r  

f a t k r s .  Ee found tha t  the c r ea t iv i ty  of high or  middle socio-economic 

group children did not d i f f e r  s ign i f ican t ly  from the low socio-economic 

group children. 

Coming over t o  Nigeria, Nwosu (1972) i n  his investigation car r ied  

out i n  Aguata Division found t h a t  there is no s ignif icant  relationship 

between the social  s t a tu s  of the fa ther  and opportunity f o r  education. 

, He supported his finding by s t a t i ng  that  onefe material  or  paternal 

tmcle or  aunt may take up the  responsibi l i ty  of t ra ining his niece o r  

nephew. Wthermore, he s ta ted  that  the  option i n  boarding i n  our 

80hools b e  made s o  many parents t o  afford the fees f o r  t he i r  children, 

Supporting Nwosu, Nwizu, (1977) found tha t  t h r e  e x i s s n o  diff- 

erent be tween the academic advancement of high socio-economic s t a tu s  

children and t h e i r  counterpart i n  low socio-economic s ta tus .  This 

study was done i n  Orlu Division with questionniare and t e s t  scores as  h i s  

instrument. 



24 

Many fac tors  may b v e  oontributed t o  the above finding. Orlu 

at  the  time of t h e  study may be c l a s s i f i ed  a s  a semi-urban town 

comprising few government workers, t raders  and natives. The sample 

*om such a population could not have provided him with a l l  the socio- 

economic s t a t u s  var iables  needed for  the study. 

Similarly, Ahagbogu (1975) e ta ted  t ha t  there  was no difference 

i n  the academic advancement of children f'rom high and low socio-economic 

c lasses .  His study was car r ied  out i n  Warri with primary school 

children. 

The above reviewed s tud ies  contradicts  the accepted f ac t  already 

established by many sociologis ts  that socio economic s ta tue  influences 

academic advancement as was a t t e s t ed  t o  i n  the  theoret ical  review of 

l i t e r a t u r e .  

In  the  preceeding section, the  researcher presents c i t a t ions  which 

show that  home environment, parental education, parental  motivation 

influence students acadmic achievements and advancement i n  school. 

An important soolmoeconomic a t a tu s  var iable  t h a t  influence8 aca- 

demic achievement and occupational choice of children is the  occupation 

and education of parenta. 

Jencks (1968) a f t e r  his invest igat ions  came out with w s u l t e  tha t  

the  reason f o r  unequal edu&tional opportunity is money and tha t  

motivation 'from parents influence performance i n  school and encourage% t h  

the  des i re  fo r  academic advancement. 

Concluding from his study Richond (1965) s t a t ed  t ha t  the  ch i ldva  

educational achievement depends t o  some extent upon the  kind of 

eduoation his parents aeceived. This supports the  saying tha t  



education begets education. 

Lower class  children are inhibited fram u t i l i z ing  the i r  ta lent  

n l l y  due t o  financial resourdera and class discrimination. They lack 

cul tural  equipment for  successful progress through the educational 

system, due t o  the i r  background, so  said Craine (1969). He concluded 

that social c lass  origin continue8 t o  i n f l u e e  a student's opportunity 

and progress a t  the highest leve l  of the educational 8yetem.h the same 

vein, Robert8 (1 962) and Ruth (1 962) a f t e r  the i r  different investigations 

arrived a t  the conclusion that  education and occupation of parents 

go a very long way t o  influence t h e i r  childrenrs performance. On the 

other hand lack of education of parents l imits  t o  some extent 

motivation to succeed i n  school. 

Kenechukwu (1978) umd 60 medical students i n  the University of 

Ibadan and found tha t  9% of them were children of senior c i v i l  ser- 

vants and the e l i t e  i n  the society while the other 1% were of 

parents of low income earners and i l l i t e r a t e  r i c h  traders. Supporting 

him Adaku (1974) interviewed young boys who are engaged i n  such pro- 

fessions as  trade, roadside mechanic and carpentary and found that  

these children were of parents of l o w  income earners and i l l i t r a t e  

traders. She also found that  some of these young men does not 

necessary l ike  these professions but they were forced by circumstances 

t o  take to.them because of the financial constraint of the i r  parents 

t o  t r a in  them i n  schools. She opined tha.1: they were i n  no nayapathetic 

- - t o  education. 

There are cases where children of i l l i t e r a t e  poor traders because 

interested i n  acadmics and professions that  it could offer because 



they do not l i k e  the social s tatue of t h e i r  parents. However, such 

desires are most of the time not sat ief ied because of the  poor con- 

diticm of the economy of t h e i r  parents. 

The: occupation of the father is an important factor  t o  a young 

child because i t  has a direct bearing on the ch i ld t& welfare and 

education. 

When a child is  ashamed of his father 's  occuption 
ei ther  because of level of work done or  the type of 
clothes dmanded by the work, the child98 a t t i tude  
towards his father, his home and himself w i l l  be 
adversely affected, thus may lead t o  hatred of that  
profession, Ruwlock (1 956 ) . 
The occupation of parents which i s  determined by the i r  level  of 

education i s  a pointer t o  whether the chi ld wi l l  go t o  school o r  not. 

Having established from the foregone review tha t  the home influences 

performance i n  school, a home of l i t e r a t e  parents w i l l  definitely 

af fec t  performance, positively and vice versa. 

Floud i n  his ten-year study aimed a t  detemining the influence 

of fathers '  occupations on children. Ik came out with three ca tegor ia  

of performance. The best students came from parents of high socio- 

economic s tatus ,  the average i n  students of performance were those 

whose parents were mainly cleaners, labourets e t c  . , Floud (1 955). 

Ogunlade (1 973) used 120 school children in  c l a m  four of two 

Primary schools i n  Western Nigeria f o r  h is  work. He investigated the 

extent t o  which the education or  lack of education of parents affects  

the educational attainment of children. He found tha t  studentst 

educational achiwexnentts and the level of parental education are  

posiBively related (1 973). 



Mangela (1977) among other tbbge found also  that  the children 

of high occupational group performed relat ively be t te r  than the 

children of the low occupational group. Igbokwe i n  her study on the 

differences between socio-economic &,atus of parenter a d  the educa- 

b i l i t y  of the i r  children found that  the educational level  of parents 

correlate positively with the overall performancee of t h e i r  children, 
b 

Igbokwe (9977 ) 

Jbdging fYom the empirical and theoretical references and i n  

relation to  the study, education of parents determine the quality of 

occupation of the child* The occupation on the other hand & & e m a s  

the income which can hinder o r  promote educational opportunity depen- 

ding on whether it is high o r  low. In general, educated parents do not 

allow the i r  children t o  get  less education than they themselves h v e  had, 

athough Coleman (1966) and the others have t r i ed  t o  mnfkace usr 

that  home background i s  not important f o r  success i n  education, ,, 
Bloom (1 964), Plowden (1 967) and Wallberg & Mar~oribanks (1973) 

according t o  Lundgren (1974) have produced evidence a t tes t ing  t o  the 

fac t  that  meaeuree of the various characteristics of the home environment 

contribute etrongly to  the prediction of children's a b i l i t i e s  and 

occupational choice i n  l a t e r  l i f e .  

Some of the investigators were concerned with how certain social 

s t r a t a  tend to  affect  achievement as well as the identification of 

precisely those features of the home envirollment which are the most 

significant i n  influencing success o r  f a i lu re  i n  academic work. 



Social c l a s s  s t r u c W e  h f luences  t h e  behmiaur, acholart ic 

achievement and wen personalicy of t he  young arr oonfirmed by 

Lundgren (1 974) when he s t a t ed  t ha t  

Middle c l a s s  students tend t o  dominate the  soc ia l  t 
' ( .  

@ff&bra trnd a c t i v i t i e s  of the  ;LOhhol. Because they 
understood the  values t h a t  dominate the  school, they 
f ind  i t  eas ie r  t o  succeed. Because the lower c lass  
student more frequently encounter f a i l u r e  and f rue t ra t ion  
i n  the schools and because they f e e l  Bocially isola ted,  
they m e  idcl ined t o  drop out of school a s  soon as t h s  
opportunity presents i t s e l f .  Their prbblems a r e  fur ther  
aggravated by t h e i r  parentet lack of i n t e r e s t  or generally 
negative a t t i t u d e  toorard schooling* 

Simuarly,    loom e t  a l ,  according t o  meebery and Payne (1971 ) 

supported t he  view tha t  environment helps i n  shaping l a t e r  cognitive 

a b i l i t i e s  i n  the child. The subjects fo r  t he  investigation were twins 

reared apar t  and adopted children. The investigator8 s e t  out t o  f ind  

t he  effects  of environment deprivation on t h e i r  subjects t childhood. 

Campbell (1952) i n  his investigation in to  the influence of home 

environment on ch i ld ren ts  educational p r o g e s s  i n  secondary schools 

observed that poor home environment was both detrimental and an8 

, disadvantageoue t o  academic achievement. 

He concluded by staOing categoricaLly t ha t  no school f ac to r  can 

match t he  s t r e n g m  of the  home environments of etudents. T N a  fac tor  

according t o  him i s  strongest  i n  language and soc ia l  studies.  

In a study car r ied  out i n  the  southmetern United State8 of 

herica,  with 2623 subjects from 33 schools, Ouy (1962) wanted t o  

determine whether the  differences i n  scholas t ic  achievements were 

significant among children of d i f fe ren t  soc ia l  classes.  He found 

tha t  children from upper s t a t u s  group performed be t t e r  than those 



of the  lower socio-economic gro-~p ,  He added that when in t e l l ec tua l  

a b i l i t y  decreases, t he  influence of deprived social and economic 

conditions of the home is responsible. 

Similarly, Helen e t  a1 (1 962) concluded that aocio-economic 

s ta tus  of the families studied, was one of the  major influences i n  

academic performance var ia t ions  among school chi1 &en. They sa id  t ha t  

the  fa thers  of high achievers belong t o  t h e  upper c l w s ,  t ha t  is those 

who have high ranking occupation, b e t t e r  education and reasonable 

income than the  fa thers  of the  l o w  achiever@. 

In  his own contribution,  h.ankel (1964) found tha t  psychological 

conditions and inter-personal re la t ionship ex i s t  between the  high - 
achievers and t h e i r  mothers, The contrary is the  caae with the low 

achievers. The mothere, of the  low - achievers appear aggressive and 

hos t i l e  and l e s s  involved with t h e i r  sons. 

Frankel i n  his study used 29 paired high and low achievers of 

nqiij.vsi.1 nnt h i ~ h  i a t n l  l~atrmJ ~ b i l i f j ~  but of cOntrasting scholas t ic  

achievement. Data was obtained from school records, personal interview : 
' 

and questionnaire responses. In  e f fec t  , home environment influences 

academic achievement and advancement and is moE closely re la ted  t o  

school progresa than inte l l igence is, 

Astin (1 964) examined the  re la t ionsh ip  between socio-economic 

a ta tus  of the  winners of m e r i t  scholarship and t h e i r  achievement. He 

used 334 scholars from national merit  scholarship corporat i  on's rosters 

of 1961 merit scholars i n  America. He found out tha t  the  merit scholars 

came from high socio-economic backgrounds t ha t  they perform be t t e r  i n  
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both academic and creative f i e l b  and that they b v e  more ambiti- 

educational plans. 

Many students were also done i n  Nigeria i n  the area of Socio- 

economic s ta tus  and achievment i n  school. Afej&U (1 973) found tha t  

children f'rom a low socio-economic class  do not perform well scholasti- 

cal ly  because most of them indulge i n  trading a f t e r  hours as they have 

no hope of f'urthering the i r  education a f t e r  primary education. In 

addition they lack a c a d a i c  motivation and support f'rm home. 

Investigating the influence of home environment on academic 

advancement, Mally (1 977) found among other things, that the cumulative 

e f fec ts  of several home environmental factors  are  positively related to  

academic advancement of students. She concluded tha t  the influence of 

home environment had a greater impact on the student academic advance- 

ment than other factom. Factom of home environment, she said, a re  

good learning conditions of home such as  educational toys, read- 

rooms, comfortable chair  and parents' supervision of the children's 

work. 

In his investigation Essien (1972) came out with the finding that 

pupils f r m  high socio-economic families have higher ambition fo r  

academic advancement than pupils from the other two income groups, 

these are middle and low socio-economic groups. Questionnaire was the 

instrument used f o r  the  study. 

In a similar 

that children from 

a l l  the f a c i l i t i e s  

study Chesa e t  a1  (1982) found among other things 

low socio-economic background do not have a t  home 

available t o  t h e i r  counterparts f'rom the  upper 
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socio-economic background. In  addition, %hey found that children from 

low socio-economic background come from environments tha t  are  educationally' 

poor and non-&Amulating. The low socio-econmic s tatua chi1 dren re ly  

more on nature rather than nurture f o r  t h e i r  upbflnging. These re f lec t  

in t h e i r  poor performances i n  t e s t s  of mental ~ b i l i 0 y ~  

Students fkom dea,cratic homes perform bet te r  than students fkom 

domineering homes i n  Ebglish languqe., #athematics and General science 

respectively. They a lso  have greater ambition than than* In effect 

parental dsmocratic a t t i tudes  a r e  more favourable f o r  good academic 

performance than the domineering a t t i tude*  TNs waa the finding of Ab0h 

(1 974) 

A feeling of security From home enables a chi ld  t o  cope more 

adequately with the tasks of classroom learning and t o  be more bold i n  

withstanding daily challenges and other prrbleme encountered a t  school. 

lbtson ( 1 9 ~ )  carried out a study i n  which he compred the behaviour of 

50 students from s t r i c t  and disciplined home. Wtson came out with the 

~ e 8 I d . t ~  that children from permissive hane when contrasted with children 

from authoritarian homes tended t o  be, 

a ,  More self-rel iant ,  independent and more inclined t o  show i n i t i a t i v e ;  

b. be t te r  able t o  engage i n  in t e l l ec tua l  ac t iv i ty  under diff icul ty  

conditions; 

c. more co-operative and popular with other children) 

d. more friendly and l e s s  hos t i l e  towards others; and 

e more s ponteneous , orginal and creative.  

The hos t i l i ty  which leads t o  under-achievement i s  not caused by 

the school but is brought along with the ch i ld  when he enters School, 
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Hulock (1956:651). The questicw then is where does the hos t i l i t y  tha t  

caus es underachievement come from? 

The anamr  i s  f r o m  the  heme. 

Coleman e t  a1  (1966) found that  there is a high relationrship 

between individuals academic achievement and M,s socio-economic c l a ~ S ,  

The difference i n  academic achimement do not amanate f r o m  variations 

i n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  curriculum o r  s ta f f .  Rather the difference emmates 

from the dif ferencets i n  home background and environment -am wbre  

the chi ld  comes from. 

To what extent can a chi ld  from high socio-economic c lass  succeed 

without good f a c i l i t i e s ,  curriculum o r  s t a f f .  The investigator fee ls  

that  the child w i l l  not succeed without a l l  of the above, no matter 

how high the family i r s  placed i n  the society, and the degree of motiva- 

t ion he gets from his parents. 

It appears, therefore that  economic background, parental i n t e re s t  

and motivation, go& school f a c i l i t i e s  and good curriculum, s t a f f  and 

I I Q e  contribute t o  high academic performance which w i l l  determine the 

occupational choice of the child.  The abscence of one or more w i l l  

a ffect  the degree of performance i n  school. 

These findings on the effect home environment has on rstudente 

achievements,. have supported the  view tha t  a child who has a sense of 

security from his home, such a feeling w i l l  influence his performance 

i n  school and l i f e  i n  general. 

The home i s  the child 's  f i r s t  environment, it s e t s  the pattern 

fo r  his a t t i tudes  towards people, things and l i f e .  It w i l l  determine 



c r  influence his ambition i n  l i f e .  Thisl pattern established a t  hone 

may b e  cbnged o r  modified as the chi ld  g row older, but  it W i l l  not 

be completely wiped off .  

Prom the abwe references, theore t ica l  and empirical, ae 

re la ted  t o  t he  present work, educated families provide oondbcive 

environnent f o r  his education o f  t h e i r  children. DI a d d i t i p  .C t he  s h e  

of the family has a l o t  t o  do with the  education and performance of the  

chi ld  a t  school, i t  influences educational opportunity. Ihence child- 

ren from small families have be t t e r  chances from higher education 

whereas lower-class children have poor chances f o r  education and a r e  

not motivated f o r  b e t t e r  performances. 

Some researchers have found that encouragement and motivation 

i n  addit ion t o  other f'actora previously t reated,  influence a chi ld 's  

performance i n  school and increase his hope f o r  higher etudies. 

EZOud i n  his already mentioned study found out that parenta 

from the upper c l a m  a r e  intcxcested i n  the  Future of  their children. 

He r e i t e r a t ed  that p ~ r e n t s  who give t h e i r  children the  necessary 

motivation f a c i l i t a t e  learning and kigh achievement. In the  same vein 

Love11 (1973) re fe r r ing  t o  Wiseman (1973 ) wrote thst among primary 

school pupils ,  economic l eve l  and soc ia l  c l a s s  are l a a  important t o  

children's  progress than are aspects of parents a t t i t u d e s  t o  education. 

Other s tudies  that sti l l  confirmed parental motivation and 

encouragment influence academic achievement a r e  Yoloye (1971); Mally 

(1977); Popo (1981). These s tudies  were a l l  carr ied out i n  Nigeria. 
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1-de t o  enh%ae8 cand more basically aotivated pwenta1 involvement i n  

childrenJs education than angr sugesf ic ia l  f o s 0 e r i q  of in te res t .  

Negative factors  re la ted t o  school achievement: wet suggwtive of fonne 

of ill-treatment of children, while factom wmich are  poa i t#%ly  

correlated with achievemat a re  suggestive of  what might be described 

as  healtQy parent - chi ld  interaction. M i l l e r  (1 970) in his  study 

share the s ame view, 

) Kahl (1953 i n  his own study used pamn.ts a ~ ,  his subjects. He 

found tha t  some parents were sa t i s f ied  with t h e i r  l o t  i n  l i f e  and did 

not attempt t o  push t h e i r  children up the s t a tus  ladder, these were the 

low socio-economic atatua parents. In  contrast, p r e n t s  from the  high 

Bocio-economic s t a tus  background c lear ly  encoumged t h e i r  children t o  

s t r i v e  f o r  a be t t e r  l i f e .  

Among the findings of Chesa e t  a1 (1982) is tut upper class 

parents b v e  high posit ive a t t i tudes  towrda t h e i r  children's 

education and a l so  high expectations and standards fo r  them. Their 

children receive U g b r  motivations fo r  success i n  school, they are  

provided with books and equipnent fo r  t h e i r  studies a t  home, A l l  

these things st imulate learning and eventual high performance i n  schoolr 

These cHldren f ind no difference betnoen t h e i r  homes and the school 

and so  adjust' easily t o  school l i f e  and work. 

The above empirical and theoret ical  references i n  re la t ion t o  

this study, shew tha t  educated parents, parents i n  professionals and 

managerial occupation show a l o t  of intereert i n  the educetion of their 

children. They show in t e re s t  i n  t he  childas works and performance a t  



36 

school and a r e  ready t o  help h k  with his school work. They answer 

the  child 's  wby? how? questions t o  the  sat isfachion of the child. 

W s e  motivate the  child t o  inquire and try t o  discover thin@;s by 

himself. Inquing and discovery are good ingredients f o r  education 

Occupational Choice Theories 

Many theor ies  kvtve been formulated i n  an attempt t o  provide 

answers t o  questions about occupational choice. The T r a i t - W t o r  

Theory dweloped by parsons (1 909) hol de that a person should have a 

complete and c l ea r  understanding of &self ,  his apti tudes,  a b i l i t i e s ,  

in te rea t s ,  ambitions, resourcea, and limitations prior t o  making an 

occupational choice. Ee m u s t  be aware of t he  requiranents, conditions 

f o r  success and prospects i n  d i f fe ren t  occupations, Parsons believes 

t h a t  t h e  adequacy of the  choice made by an individual depends on how 

well he knows h i s  a b i l i t i e s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  l imita t ions  and how much he 

knows about t he  requirements apd opportunitieej of d i f fe ren t  occupations. 

Individuals' spt i tudes  exert  influence on t h e  vocational l eve l  
4 

they a r e  l i k e l y  to attain, the  t ra ining they a r e  l i ke ly  t o  be admitted 

t o  o r  succeed i n ,  and the qual i ty  of work they a r e  able t o  perform. 

There i s  a re la t ionship between a b i l i t y  and t h e  l w e l e  a t ta ined within 

an occupation. Elton (1967) who investigated the  Engineering f i e l d  

and leve ls  within t h a t  f i e l d  (research, teacher, administrator, 

pract i t ioner) ,  concluded t h a t  personali ty played a par t  i n  the 

vocational choics of mgineering but t ha t  specialized a b i l i t i e s  

inf luem ed the  l eve l  (career ro le )  within a eipecific f ie ld .  



occupational choices a r e  made a t  higher grade leve l s ,  pupils  generally 

aim too high i n  t h e i r  vocational choice, and t h a t  the  pupils with high 

mental a b i l i t y  often s e l e c t  occupatione f o r  which they are not 

i n t e l l e c tua l l y  f i t t e d .  London (1 973 1 a t t r i b u t e s  the  un rea l i s t i c  choice 

of occupations by high school pupils t o  inadequate vocational  guidanae 

and counselling i n  high school. Be maintains t ha t  vocational  guidance 

and counselling would lead t o  greater  r e a l i t y  of vocational  choice. 

Ginzberg e t  a 1  (1956 ) , concluded a f t e r  analyzing the d i f fe ren t  theor ies  

of occupational choice, t ha t  occupational choice is not a s ing le  decision 

but a developmental proaess t h a t  takes place aver a period of time that 

t he  f i n a l  choice of an occupation i s  a compromise between i n t e r e s t s ,  

capab i l i t i e s ,  values, and the  opportunities and l imi ta t ions  i n  the  r e a l  

world. 

Studies on career choice reveal  that people f ind  happiness and 

advancement and remain in occupation~l only i f  they have made a r e a l a t i s  

occupt iona l  choice and that inadequate choice leads t o  f a i l n r e  and 

maladjustment and consequent choice of another occupation. Career 

development education should be a broadening perspective f o r  a l l  

educational system, a i d  it  should be in tegrated i n t o  all l eve l s  of 

educational s t ructure .  This w i l l  help youths, both high school 

graduates m d  dropouss ,  enter  i n t o  the world of work and able  t o  hold 

basic  entry  l eve l  jobs. 

Nsny educators hold t ha t  occup  t ional  guidance, counselling, 

placement and follow-up must be t he  major functions of every 



educational i n s t i t u t i on .  

Roeengarten (1924) considered o h i c e  of an oocupt ion aa one of 

the most undoubted important questions an individual w i l l  ever be ca l led  

upon t o  consider, because a few a c t s  a r e  fraught with more unhappinees, 

regret  and tha t  of s t w b l i n g  i n t o  an occupation inetead of making a 

careful  and del iberate  choice based on a painstaking study of the A 

aspire t ions  and q u s l i t i e s  within an indivddW1 and the opporbwities 

around h i m .  He continued by saying tha t ,  the l i f e  work one chooses 

w i l l  be his deepest source of happineess or sorrow depending upon whether 

o r  not i t  f i l l s  a need; his natural  apt i tude ae well as his t ra ining and 

economic s i tuat ions .  It i s  t o  be real ieed that r e a l  success and happiness 

demands a perfect  adjustment between the  requirement of an occupation 

and the  indivudual. People who a re  happy with t h e i r  occupations 

ac tua l ly  hate t o  work and t h e i r  work l i v e s  and tha t  of t h e i r  dependants 

a re  made miserable through financial ,  mental and moral dia-aat isfact ion 

and discontent. 

Roe, (1956) contended tha t  the greater  par t  of an individualve 

l i f e  i s  devcted t o  his occupation, m d  ye t  normative psychology theory 

no l e s s  than t;hera.p:yr, has ignored tho implications of occupational 

choice arid ca t i s fac t ioc*  She s t ressed t ha t  if one wishes t o  understand 

a person, i t  i s  a t  l e a s t ,  important t o  understand his occupational 

behaviour. Therefore, occupational ch3ice i s  a s e l f  c a t ego r i a t i on ,  

which is  a function of a t  l e a s t  one sspect of t he  individual 's  image. 

Uutson 11958) sa id  tha t  one of the reasons why people choose 

an occupation is the i n t e r e s t  i n  the work. He s t ressed  t h a t  a 



prafessed ln tereet  In  an weupation is undefined, not  ana ly t ica l  and 

bbars a l i t t l e  r e l a t i on  *o pbasession of the  essen t ia l  a b i l i t y  

requirements f o r  the f i e l d .  as reasons were that expected a b i l i t y  

and actual  experience 'are suggestive of t h e  kind of thinking that 

vocational guidance seeks t o  promote. He presented a research ca r r ied  

out i n  l@stern pennaylvada using college student6 t o  determine t h e i r  

reasons f o r  choosing an occupation. The following r e s u l t s  were 

obtained: 

Ava i lzb i l i tyof  job opportunit ies 2% 

Actual experienc e 69 

In te res t  i n  f r iends  

Expected a b i l i t y  

Infrequently s t a t ed  reasone 1% 

However, i t  would be considered t ha t  they were mindf'ul 63 w h i t  

t h e i r  occupations might contr ibute  t o  them i n  the way of immediate and 

f'uture comforts. 

Adams, (1965) pcinted out tha t ,  there a re  two basic theories of 

occupational choice. They are theory of Basic element and that of 

compromise theory, HG sa id  t h a t  the  Basic elements theory i s  the 

theory which depenfis l a rge ly  03 th3  ~ v m o ~ e s s  of i r r e v e r s i b i l i t y ,  while 

compromise i s  an es sen t i a l  aspects  of every choice. He concluded t h a t  

the  basic element process begins a t  b i r t h  of t he  individual  and may 

remain c p n  till death. The study of this process, he s t a t ed  begins 

a t   bout the  pge of eleven years, vI'.hich appears t o  be the f i r t  time 

t ha t  young person recognizes t ha t  he w i l l  eventually have t o  do 
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sanething abou* c b o s i n g  hie future ocuupation. Ee g~ouped the 

process of decision making in to  three periods: 

A. m t a s y  choice before 11 years; 

B. Tentative choices between 11-17 years;  

C. Real is t ic  choices 17 years and above. 

He expressed that during f ra tasy  period, the ch i ld  f e e l s  he can 

become whatever he wants t o  be, he t r ans l a t e s  his impulses and needs 

i n t o  occupational choAce. En ten ta t ive  period, hie t ransla t ion is 

almost exclusively i n  terms of such subjective factors  a s  his in t e r e s t s ,  

capaci t ies  and values and f i n a l l y ,  i n  r e a l i s t i c  period, he begins with 

exploration, during which he acquaints himself with a l te rna t ives  followed 

by crysta l izat ion stage and specif icat ion stage when he determines his 

choice and delimits i t ,  

Adam's choice of compromise theory emphasized that every occupa- 

t iona l  choice is  of  necessity a compromise which r e f l e c t s  the f ac t  t ha t  

the  individual t r i e s  t o  choose an occup~t ion  inl ' a c h  he can make a s  

possible of h i s  i n t e r e s t  and c a p b i l i t i e s  i n  a manner t ha t  w i l l  

s a t i s f y  as many of his values and goals a s  possible. 

Occupational th6ories a r e  then considered important because 

people who are  productive and contented with t h e i r  occupations must have 

resolved t h e i r  problems of cccupa'ij.ond choice most adequately. 

Osipow (1973) p i t s  it tha t ,  vocational se lect ion is one realm 

of 'beh~viour i n  which tne socie ty  permits an individual t o  combine his 

pleasure and r c a l i t y  pr inciples ,  He emphasized tha t  t he  pleasure 

p r inc i t l e  drives an individual t o  bshave i n  a manner th t  i t  is  

immediately g r a t i e i n g  forgetful  of future  consequencies of his actions, 



while the real i*  principle focuses a t tent ion on eventual and long 
" 

term g ra t i f i c a t i on  a t  the  expense of immediate ones and i n  choosing a 

vocational, an individual presumeably i s  able t o  compromise between the 

two pr inciples  and gets  some immediate sa t i s fac t ion  a s  a consequence 

of his choice while a t  the same time lays  foundation fo r  fbture success. 

~ h ~ r e f o r e ,  the  p a r t i m l a r  vocation an individual chooses i s  not 

the r e su l t  of an accidental arrangement, ra ther  i t  is an individual 's  

personali ty and impulse t ha t  lead him t o  choose ~n occupation i n  which 

he may s a t i s f y  through sublim9kbn .-, m d  basic l i f e  impulse%. 

Nelson (1 980) pointed out many f ac to r s  tha t  could influence 

students choice of occup;ttion a s  technological ckbanges, l i f e  s t y l e  and 

resource changes as a process of col lect ing and processing data on the  

occupations, Eudson (1 981 ) observed tha t  providing recognition and 

incentives through competition help t o  motivate students. Ideally, 

competition encourages students t o  develop competencies required of 

s k i l l e d  workers. Vocational education organiziations can use campetition 

t o  provida incentives tha t  w i l l  a t t r a c t  and hold students t o  training. 

Oledele (1982) highlighted tha t  the area  of vocational choice was 

received l i t t l e  or  nc a t ten t ion  i n  Nigeria and AfYica in general, He . . '1.' 

s a i d  tha t ,  there  is lack of awareness and knowledge about varied 

prospects in several  f i e ld s  which a re  very rewarding, but not explored 

by secondary school. pupils. Often, a ntudentls choice of an occupation 

may not ra la to  t o  U s  chcice of careers A s  a r e su l t ,  the student 

de&icates h a c l f  t o  an unattainable occupational choice which may very 

l i k e l y  lead t o  f rust ra t ion.  i n  his r'indings, he f e e l s  t h ~ t  most 



students a re  g o t  yet  realist ic i n  making t h e i r  occupational choice. 

Clearly, career opportunities i n  the socie ty  on ofie hand and educa- 

t iona l  system on the  other are prerequis i t ies  f o r  entry  i n t o  jobs. He 

therefore,  suggested t ha t  students should reckon with t h e i r  own 

i n t e r e s t s  a s  well a s  the  objective assessment of t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  before 

choosing an occupation. 

Other Wctors 

In a l l  par t s  of the  world, education is looked upon a s  the  entry 

route f o r  c iv i l i za t ion .  Education w i l l  help t o  solve a l l  problems of 

underdevelopnent . Education breeds technologioal and vocational 

competencies. The need f o r  mass l i t e r acy  i n  Nigeria was &wh emphasimd 

by both the  Federal and S ta te  Governments which have s t a r t e d  working 

posi t ively  towards its attainment. 

Okoro (1980) wrote that education is one of the  primary areas of 

p r i o r i t y  of the  present &wernments i n  Nigeria. Towards this end, the  

Federal Government launched the  Vniversal Frimary Education Scheme i n  

1976, making education f r e e  for  a l l  Nigerian children. In  its National 

Policy on Education, +he Federal G.ov9::nment described education a s  "the 

great  e s t  investment t h s t  the nation can make fo r  t h e  quick development 

of i ts  econm5.c , po?.ixical, sociological  and human resources. 

The educational process i s  a t rans i t iona l  phase i n  the  l i v e s  of 

!*Traditionel African Youth*! when they e r e  resoc ia l imd f o r  careers 

t ha t  a re  rsilj.ce.lly different from those ant ic ipated i n  t h e i r  ear ly  

upbringing. j.r~ the  present early c a g e  of soc ia l  and economic develop- 

ment of African countries, one of 'he v i t a l  functions of the  school is 



t o  transform persons f r c m  t rad i t iona l  t o  modem perspective, caramibente 

and s ty l e s  of l i f e .  ~t would be misleading and grossly i n  error ,  where 

personali ty i s  concerned t o  asatme that the  modernizing process ever 

completely replaces t rad i t iona l  a t t r i bu t e s  with modern ones. A8 

Erikson cogently argu.Pd# a pereon i s  6. more o r  leers successful and 

continuously ordered calmalgam of predispositions and images learned 

l a t e r  i n  l i f e ,  a s  well as those acquired i n  infancy and childhood, 

This suggests t ha t  i t  i e  more usef'ul t o  i d e n t i m  8 continuum of 

in teract ion of t rad i t iona l  and modern forces i n  the  l i f e  apace of - + - 

youth than t o  seek t o  es tab l i sh  precise and necessari ly a r t i f i c i a l  l i n e s  

of demarcation between t radi t ional ,  transitional and modern s ta tuses ,  

Dore (1975) s t a t e d  tha t  %chools i n  a l l  modern soc ie t ies  do two 

main things,  they t r y  t o  change people's capaci t ies ,  a t t i t udes ,  and 

s k i l l s ,  i n  ways thought t o  be for  the  be t t e r ,  and they effect ively  decide 

which among each age cohort of ch i ld  w i l l  eventually receive the posit ion 

ewe;@. " 
of power, m a l t h  and pres t ige  i n  socie ty  which everybody c ?' , :"@ 

T h i s  helps t o  emphasize the views of many about the  r o l e  of education 

o r  the exyected outcomes and ways of handling education t o  people so as 

t o  produce good resv.lts. 

The Rigerisn e d x ~ ~ t i o n n l  system i s  inher i ted from the  B r i t i a h  

people who were Nigeritlts colonial  masters. It emphasized tha t  

prodcrstion of the s l i t l z t  g e n t l a e n  c lass ,  which Nigeria cannot a f ford  

t o  mi$%sim k1Gc point; of her sW:;lcsmsnt, Education inour system 

must a i m  a t  wk ing  the  in.SLvidua1 p--o!lucti.ve, The researcher agrees 

with Peacock (1 978) In  his view tha t  {:he pursuit  of knowledge f o r  i t 8  
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om sake hae bwn tempred t o  tha w i a &  of aamerce, Vocationally 

orifented eduoational programmes are needed for  thia country* 

There  he^ been a great change of  at t i tudes value8 and opinions 

mong many Nigerians ae t o  what education haa to  offer t o  them. atbin 

the o i l  boom period, the traders,  the polsticiana and contractors were 

better-off financially than the educated c iv i l  mrvanta. These people 

laughed a t  thoee who were trying t o  find the i r  way through education* 

The s ta tus  of e&caltion and the educaked was therefore, relegated. 

Importation became the order of thie day and inflat ion followed and bas 

since remained with us, 

Ib echeni (1 976) found that course prestige among Nigeria c~ tuden ts 

influences choice of course of study. 

It can be eeen from the above findings that occupational preferems 

and subjects passed a t  the ordinary 1-81 influence t o  a great extent 

the course of study of an individual while the social/manpower need8 

of the nation which can help i n  the attainment of self-sufficiency and 

economic developnent has just 38 ,qa 

With regard t o  the personality theory, Roe (1 957), Holland (1 959) 

md others hold that  an individual has psychological, social and economic 

needs which he must sa t i s fy  through occupational choice and productive 

work. Super (1 953)  and Ginzberg e t  a1 (1 956) developed the develop- 

mental theory which States that  individuals develop more clearly defined 

se l f  concepts as thay advance i n  age, that  the occupational l i f e  of 

the individual involves a number of different periods, phases and 

motivation and adequate preparation, can succeed i n  an occupation i n  

accordance with his abi l i ty .  
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1 
bet te r  occupation f o r  t h d r  children by the application of pressure on 

t h e i r  children's ear ly l i f e .  ~arbers  (1 957), in U s  study of social  

s t r a t i f i ca t ion ,  showed the influence of the family on occupational 

choice by saybag the family ie the first soc ia l  influence on a chi ld in 

every society, that it i a  the family that  lays the basic and moat 

general ideas, nome and e ~ ~ o t i o n e  that he w i l l  l i v e  by throughout the 

r e s t  of his l i f e ,  

Job sat isfact ion resu l t s  from placing people on those jobs tha t  

provide good working condition6 a d  %n opportunfty f o r  @&h and 

development rather than those jobs that  pay high wagee. T h i s  
an 

assertion is  supported by~onymoue  author who wrote:- 

Take this my son and remember i t  long, though now i t  
may s t r i k e  you flumy. 11 job with a chance t o  hprove 
a d  advance is be t te r  t b n  one tha t  pays m o n e y .  Dont* 
look f o r  cash as so m m y  boy8 t l ~ ,  ?piikt~ a look a% the 
long year8 before ycru see how much you can learn, not 
how nuch you can earn. &d the place which the fbture 
has for  you. Oh, m a n y  a boy Ms began with s rush, And 
has grabbled for  a manta wage& blindly; MQU hs etWcrr as a 
man a t  the spot he began. &it thinke life hae uared hSar 
unkindly. So look for  a\ Job with a fiture ahead, aeek a' 
chance t o  grow greater a d  greater. Seek a place where 
you know aa you work you w i l l  grow. ~ n d  money will  c a m  
t o  you l a te r .   ondo don, 1973). 

In conclusion 4:he author eupporte the fact  that  when making an 

occupational choice, the individual must not think af t be finanoial 

gains o r  re&rns alone, but must colurider the occupation tbat can offer 

him opportunities to  grow on the job. This leade t o  job sat isfact ion 

which i s  mors important than ~ o c i a l  or  economic gains. 



Swsnmasr 
A review of researches car r ied  out i n  education and the  soc ia l  

erciencee reveal t h a t  forces i n  the environment influence boys and g i r l a  

i n  their choice of occupations. The socio-econamic s t a t u s  of parents 

does influence studenta i n  t h e i r  choice of course of study. Other 

factors  that  may influence occupational choice of rstudentrs include among 

others socialfmanpower needs of the nation ava i l ab i l i t y  of job opport- 

un i t i es ,  i n t e r e s t s  i n  fr iends and re la t ions  and so  on. mdmn (1968) 

noted tha t  one of the  reasons w h y  people choose an occupation is the 

i n t e r e s t  in the work. However research show tha t  a professed i n t e r e s t  

i n  an occupation is undefined, not ana ly t ica l  and bears a l i t t l e  

re la t ion  t o  possession of the essen t ia l  a b i l i t y  requirements fo r  the  f L  

f i e ld .  

o c c u ~ t i o n a l  choice but Adams (1965) c lass i f ied  these theor ies  in to  

two basic  theories - The basic  element theory and tbe &ompromise theory. 

London ( 7  973)  however a t t r i bu t e s  the  unreal is  t i c  choice of occupation 

by hLgh school  pupils t o  in adequate vocational guidance and 

cornsel ling !-ii high school. s tud ies  i@ career  choice a l so  reveal tha t  

people fin3 happiness and advancement and remain i n  occupations only 

i f  they b.ava nade a r e a l i s t i c  occupational choice, 



CHAPTER THRFlE 47 

. - \  ~ B Q B O L O G Y  AND PROCEDURE 

This chapter describes t h e  a rea  of the  study, type and design of 

the  study, population and sample used f o r  t h e  study. It a l so  described$ 

t he  instrument used f o r  data col lect ion as well a s  t h e  method of data 

analysis ;  t he  method of val idat ion of the  instrument and other procedures. 

3.1 Area of the  study 

This study was conducted i n  Enugu Education Zone of Anambra S ta te ,  

Specifically,  it covers s i x  Local Government Areas, namely: 

Awgu, Nkanu, Enugu, Ezeagu, U d i  and Oji-River. 

Type and Design of t he  study 

mr this study, a combination of survey and ~x-post-facto research 

designs were employed. The study was based on ex-post-facto research 

design because t h e  independent var iables  such ars location of t he  respon- 

dents, sex, e t c  were not manipulated o r  controlled d i r ec t l y  by t h e  

researcher, 

3 63. Population of the  s tuQ 

The population f o r  this study include a l l  secondarj three (SS.XII) 

students i3 the one hundred and t h i r t y  secondary schools i n  Enugu 

Edwation Zone cf Anambra s t a t e .  The one hundred and t h i r t y  secondary 

achools am- loca t ed  i n  s i x  Local Government Arew of Awgu, Nkanu, Bugu, 

Ezeagu, Udi and Oji-River as  shown i n  t h e  I below: 



w b l e  I: p s t r l b u t i o n  of  secondary schools i n  mugu Education 
Zone by Local. Government Area. 

: Awgu f 26 1 20.00 \ 
b L -- L 

3.4 Sample of the  study 

O u t  of the s i x  Local Government Areas i n  'Enugu Education Zone, only 

Enugu L.G.A has urban charecter is t ics .  It was therefore  a ~ ~ L e d  a s  

an urban area. Out of t he  remaining f i ve  Local Government Areas, Awgu, 

Nkanu, and Udi Iocal  Government Areas were randomly selected t o  represent 

rural areas. 

In  Xnugu Local Government Area, e ight  secondary schools were 

randomly selected (four boys1 and four g i r l a t  schools) t o  represent 

urban schools. Similarly, four boys1 and four g i r l s1  schools were 

selected randomly from each of the  three randomly selected Local 

Government are-, namely Awgu, Nkanu, and U d i .  

In EQlug?l Local Gwernment Area twenty boys and twenty girls were 

randomly selected from each of four  secondary schools randomly selected 

f o r  the  stuc&~. 

Similarly, t en  boys and ten g i r l s  were randomly selected from 

the  four boys and four girls secondary schools each from the t h e e  



rural Local ~ o v e ~ r n e n t  m a g .  The t o t a l  sample f o r  the  study is ahown 

i n  the  tab le  I1 below: 

There were therefore a t o t a l  of f a r  handred respondents t ha t  

const i tu ted the  semple for  the study, The d i s t r ibu t ion  of the 

respondents i s  a s  follows: 

Wble I11 Distribution of the  sample f o r  the  stuQ 
i n  the rural and urban areas. 

Data Gathering Ins trument 

The instrument used f o r  data col lect ion f o r  this study was the  

Qmstionnaire. The questionnaire was st ructured i n t o  four parts .  The 

f i r s t  par t  sought information regarding the background information of the 

respondents. The second par t  sought information with respect  t o  the 

occupt iona l  aspira t ions  of secon&ry school students towards indepen- 

dent l iv ing .  Part three  of the  questionnaire was designed t o  e l i c i t  

information from the  respondents regarding the fac tors  that influence 



t h e i r  occupational aspiratioas/choices, Part four of t he  questionnaire 

dealt  with t he  extent of the respondants' parental influence on t h e i r  

occupational aspira t ions .  

Finally, a t o t a l  of three  hundred and twenty copies of the  

questionnaire were administered t o  the respondents . Ideas f o r  t h e  

questionnaire items used f o r  t he  study were generated from review of 

l i t e r a tu re .  

3.6 Validation of the  Instrument. 

The questionnaire f o r  the study was given to  the panel of 

spec i a l i s t s  i n  Education and psychology f o r  face validation.  Ths ree- 

ponses and comments of the panel were u t i l i s ed ' t o  fbrther evaluate and 

revise the  f i n a l  d ra f t  of t he  ques t ionna is .  

3.7 Rel iab i l i ty  of the  Instrument. 

The questionnaire was f'urther subjected t o  t e s t  - r e t e s t  i n  order 

t o  determine its r e l i a b i l i t y ,  The p i l o t  study was conducted using 40553 

s tdents  i n  Ez;eagu Local Government Area of Anambra s t a t e .  

The t e s t  - r e t e s t  yielded a r e l i a b i l i t y  coeff ic ient  of 0.84 

which was high enough for  the instrument t o  be regarded as reliable.  

3.8 Nethoda of Data Analysis 

The data col lected were analysed using frequencies mean, standard 

deviation a n d t  - t e s t  and chi-square s t a t i s t i c s .  These were used i n  

analysing data based on the research questions and hypothesis. The 

t - t e s t  and chi-square s t a t i s t i c s  were used t o  t e s t  the  eight k p o t h e s i e  

formulated fo r  t he  study. 
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A four point  sca le  ws employed t o  measure the  degree of agreement 

and disagreement t o  t he  questioimaim items. The following ra t ing  sca les  

and values were used: 

Strongly agree 

Agree 

Disagree 

Strongly disagree 

and 

Great extent 

Some extent 

L i t t l e  extent 

None 

The cut-off point 

= 4 

= 3 

= 2 

= 1 

fo r  regarding as item as "agreedtf o r  "disagreedft 

Ws determined as follows : 

Great extent/strongle Agree =t 4 

Some extent/Agree = 3 

L i t t l e  ext en t/Disagr ee = 2 

~ o n e / ~ t r o n g l y  dasagree = 1 

Total = 10 

Using the mid-point of the  i n t e rva l  of the scale  and a mean of 2.5 ie 

(2.5+.5 ) t he  cut-off point was f ixed a t  3.00, 

Therefore, any item tha t  received a mean r a t i ng  of 3.00 and above 

Ws regarded as 91agreedtt while any mean below 3,00 was regarded as 

Itdisagree do " 



Determination of the mean 

The mean was used t o  determine the degree of agreement or 

disagreement t o  the scaling items i n  the questionnaire. Nominal values 

assigned t o  the scaling items were used t o  calculate the mean responses 

to  the questionnaire itme the mean is computed as follows: 

where = summation of scores 

x = raw score8 
- 

IV = number of cases 

The mean computed from each response was compared with the cut-off 

point hlready fixed to  determine whethm or  not the item should be 

regarded as  "agreed" o r  IVlisagree ." 
t - t e s t  of significance 

The t - t e s t  s t a t i s t i c s  was used t o  t e s t  the nul l  hypotheses of 

significant difference between the means of rura l  and urban groups of 

respondents. The formula for  the computation of t - value is as follows. 

", + r a , - 2  

mere  ? = mean of gp. I  lass and Stanley, 1974) 

X;! = mean of group 11 

S1 = variance of group I 

S2 = variance of group 11 



N, = No of cases i n  Group I 

N2 = No o f  cases i n  Group I1 

Chi-square t e s t  of Independence 

2 
The Chi-square t e s t  ( X  ) was employed t o  t e s t  f o r  indepen&nc~ 

of dependent v m i & l e  on the  independent variable. The formula fo r  t h e  

2 
computation o f  X is a s  follows: 

2 = (fo - fe )2  

2 
Uhere IC = chi-square 

fo  = observed frequency 

f e = expected frequency 

The nu l l  hypotheses were tes ted  a t  t he  0.e l eve l  of probabil i ty.  

Decision Rule 

2 2  
If the calculated X o r  t q a l u e  = the  tab le  X o r  t value, t he  

, nu l l  hypotheses a r e  rejected.  But i f  the calculated values a r e  t he  

table  values, the n u l l  hypotheses are accepted. 



Presentation and p~ la ly s i s  of Data 

This chapter is concerned with t he  presentation and analysis of 

data  colleo*ob f o r  t h e  study. The presentation of analysed data was organr 

organised under the following sub headings : 

Background information on the  respondents ; 

Level of schooling students get  concerned about choosing occupation$; 

The occupationul aspirations/choice of secondary school students / 
i 

~ e o ~ l e / a c t i v i t i e s  and fac tors  t ha t  influence secondary school i 
students i n  t h e i r  choice of occupations. I d  

"' i The extent of p r e n t a l  influence on the occup&tional aspira t ion ,' 
or  choice of students. 9. 

Testing of h ~ o t h e s e s  f o r  the study. 

Background lhformation on t h e  Respondents. 

4.1 .I Sex Distribution of t h e  Respo~dents 

The qusstionnaire we a ia t r ibu ted  t o  a t o t a l  of four hundred (400) 

respondents representing W l e  and female secondary school students i n  

randomly selected from urban and rural secondary schools i n  Enug 

Education zone of hambra State.  

The data .reported i n  t ab le  4 diaylay the sex dis t r ibu t ion  of  t h e  

spec i f ic  groups responding t o  the questionrmire. 



Sex Distribution o f  t h e  Respondents of t h e  Study 

mble  4 above indicates t ha t  200 males (5w) and 200 feaales 

(s*) part ic ipated i n  the  study indicat ing that equal percentage of 

males and females were used f o r  the  study. 

findinas re la ted t o  the  Research Questions of the s tudy 

Level of schooling students get  concerned about choosing an 

occupation. 

Thia is  re la tod t o  Research Question I which s t a t e s  as follo~vs:  

A t  r.rhitt s tage of schooling do seconday school students began t o  

t h i n k  about choosing an occupation? 

To answer t h e  above Research Question, the  respondents were 

,required t o  ind ica te  t h e  stage i n  t h e i r  elementery and secondery schooling 

a t  which they first began t o  think about choosing a career. Their 

responses a re  shown in t ab l e  5 below. 

D b l e  5 : Stages a t  which secondam I= atv-dents befjan t o  think 
about choosing an occupation. 
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TabZe 5 shows t h a t  a majori ty of the  respondents studied began t o  

think about choosing an occupat-:on i n  t h e i r  JSS. T h i s  i s  evidenced by a 

high percentwe (82.q) of the  respondents that indicated tb t  they began 

t o  think about occup;tional choice i n  t h e i r  JSS classes  as  opposed t o  only 

49.3: end 63.5% t h a t  began i t  consider about choosing t h e i r  careers a t  

e lemnta ry  and sen ior  secondary l eve l s  respectively.  The t a b l e  a l s o  

ind ica tes  ti%"; e. higher percentage (46.v) of boys than girls(35.5$)give 

consideration t o  occupational choice i n  t he  JSS classes.  

The occup t i ona l  ~ s ~ i r a t i o n s / c h o i c e  of secondary school students. 

A research question was generated i n  an a t t e m p t  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  

occupationel asy,i.rations o r  choices of secondary school students. The 

Sesearch Question is  as follows: 

What a r e  the  occupational asp i ra t ions  or  choice of secondmy 

school s tudents  towards independent l i v ing?  

A list of occupations were presented t o  the respondents who were 

asked t o  ind ica te  t h e i r  a sp i r a t i ons ,o r  choices. Their responses a r e  
. . 

shown i n  table 6 below. 



Table 6 :  OccupEltional prefemnces or  aspira t ions  of s econdsq  
School students by l o m t i o n  

Table 6 sIiows t ha t  medicine ranked highest i n  t h e  professions i n  terms 

.of t h e i r  appeal t o  secondary 111 s tudents  used f o r  the  study. This i s  

evidenced by t he  f a c t  t ha t  3% of t h e  urban boys, 1 5$ of t h e  urban gi ln ls ,  

26.66$ of t he  rural boys and 20.839 of the r u r a l  g i r l s  have chosen 02 ...re 

asp i r ing  t o  enter  t he  profession.  he law profession ranked second, t:le 

engineering profession ranked th i rd ,  Business ranked four th  while c i v i l  

service  ranked'fifth. The tab le  a l so  sho~m that none of the  respondents 

otiehed t o  choose o r  en te r  i n to  the  ag r i cu l t u r a l ,  and urban planning 

professions. The teaching p r ~ f e a s i o n  e t t r a c t e d  very few u r b d  

and r u r a l  students, although more r u r a l  s tudents  have chosen or a r e  

aspir ing t o  enter  t he  profession. other professions t ha t  a r e  not 
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popular with the respondents are nursing, t he  mil i tary,  architecture,  

fashion designing and pi lot ing ~ r o f e s s i o n .  

Factors and a c t i v i t i e s  that influence secondary school students 

i n  t he i r  choice of occupations. 

A l i s t  o f  f ac tors  and a c t i v i t i e s  were presented t o  the  respondents 

who were required t o  indicate  the  degree t o  trhich they agree or disagree 

with them as  fac tors  that influence t h e i r  choice or  aspiration t o  enter  

i n t o  an occupation. The research question tha t  addresses the issue of 
1 
I 

the respondents' response t o  the  environmental factors i n  re la t ion t o  I 

t he i r  occupational aspirations or  choice i s  s ta ted t h s  : 

What are the  f actors /act ivi t ies  t ha t  influence secondary school 

studeots i n  t h e i r  occupational choice or  aspiration? 

The respondents1 responses t o  the eleven var iables  ident i f ied 

i n  re la t ion t o  the researoh question above ere shonwn i n  t ab l e  7 

bblow: 



Table 7 : ~ e o p l e / a c t i v i t i e s  that influence secondary students 
in t h e i r  occupational aspira t ion o r  choice. N = 400 

Table 7 above indicates  t ha t  the respcndents %reed t h a t  a l l  t h e  

i h s  iden t i f i ed  above influenced t h e i r  choice of occupations. A l l  t h e  

Stems were ra ted  high,that  is above the cut-off point of 3.00. But t h e  

female students disagreed that t e a c k r s / t u t o r s  ,p r inc ipa l s  and mass media 

influnced t h e i r  choice of occupation. The tab le  a l so  show tha t  parents 

have the  g rea tes t  influence on both the male and female students i n  t h e i r  

choice of occupationo i n  t h e i r  occupational aspira t ions .  1Jthough 

career day activities,neighbours,students i n  t he  profession and school 

counsellors have influence on the students ' choice of occupation, they 

were r e l a t i ve ly  ra ted  low by t he  respondents. 



2- 
1 I 

A list of twelve i t a s  was presented t o  the  respondents who were ;& 

required t o  s t a t e  the  degree t o  which they agreed o r  disagreed with the  

items as fac tors  influencing t h e i r  occupational choices o r  aspirations.  

Table 8 shows the  responses of tho respondents by sex. 

Table 8: ,Students1 responses on the  fac tnrs  t hq t  influnced t h e i r  
occupational choices o r  aspira t ions  - 

The 
c hc 

a wide r m ~ e  o f  indivsduals 3.19 
Offer me the opportunity 
f o r  continuous professional 
growth 3 832 
Provide me the  opportunity 
t o  enrn high sa la ry  

- 
3 .3q 

W e  me high job 
~e cur i  t y  1 3.10 
Offer me the opportunity I 
f o r  private practice 3.33 
Offer rno the  opportunity 
f o r  s e l f  expression 3 832 
Offer me the  opportunity 
t o  be t t e r  serve mankind 3 042 

mble  above shows tha t  the respondents of the  studyrated the items 

posit ively above the  cut-off point of 3.00. This means t ha t  the respon- 

dents agreed with a l l  the  items though a t  varying degree. The analysis 

of data i n  table  8 a l so  shows tha t  students choose occupations o r  aspire  

t o  enter i n to  occupations because such occupations (a)  give them the  



6 1 
a' 

opportunity t o  work with p o p l e  (b)  f i t  t h e i r  l i f e  s t y l e ,  (c)  offer 

oPPortunity fo r  continuous professional growth (d)  e levate  one i n  society 

( e )  o f fe r  opportunity f o r  earninghigh sa la ry  ( f )  of fe r  opportuni "nr 

s e l f  expression. 

$he extent of parental influence on the occupational choices o r  

aspira t ions  of students. 

The study fur ther  sough t o  f ind out the  extent of parental influence 

on the  occupational choices o r  aspira t ions  of t h e i r  children. The 

respondents were therefore asked to  indicate  t he  extent t o  whichthey 

were influenced i n  t h e i r  choice of occupations by t h e i r  parents, 

Their responses a re  'p.8 i n  table  9. 

'Iable 9: The Extent the Respondents were influenced by t h e i r  parents 
i n  t h e i r  occupationalchoices OF aspira t ions  I T  = 400. 

Table 9 above shows tha t  a m ~ j o r i t y  of the male respondents 

(54.~5) indicated t ha t  they were influenced i n  t h e i r  choice of occupation 

t o  a t g r e a t  oxtent' while 35.w, of then indicated tha t  they were 

influenced t o  'some extent!. @nly 10.w and 1 .@? of the boys indicated 

that they were influnced t o  l l l t t l e l l  and t o  "no extent1' by t h e i r  parents. 

Also a high psrcentage of the g i r l s  indicated tha t  they were influenced 

t o  "great extentu and %one extent" respectively by t h e i r  parents, 

(39.w and 41 .@). On the whole a majority of the respondents indicated 

t h t  they were influenced by t h e i r  parent i n  t h e i r  occupational choice 
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or  aspira t ions .  In  otherwords only 3.w of the  influenced i n  t h e i r  

occupational choice or  aspira t ions  of t h e i r  parents. 

JESTING THE IXPOTHZSES 

The eiqht n u l l  hypotheses formulated f o r  the study were t es ted  a t  

the 0.05 l eve l  of probability. 

Hypothesis I: 

The occupational choice/aspi rat ions of secondary school students 

towards independent l i v i n g  is  independent of locat ion of students. 

Wble 10 shows the  Chi-square conputation f o r  the  t e s t  of independence 

with respzct t o  the W o t h e s i s  s t a t e d  above. 
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Ilypothesis 111 6 5 

There w i l l  be no significant difference between secondary school 

bow and girls i n  t h e i r  mean responses regarding the environmental 

factors ths t  influence then i n  the i r  occupational choice or aspiration. 
I 

With regards to  the above hypothesis, the environmental factors 

were categorise d in to  two headings : factors relat ing t o  pe ople/activities 

and factors relat ing to  the characteristics of the occupations of the i r  

choice. 

The Wpotbs is  was tested employing lt' t e s t  a s  shown i n  table 12 

below. 

Tagle 12: The t-teat,  mean,. and standard devia t i ,~n  analysis of the 
factors i n  terms of people m d  ac t iv i t i e s  influencing 
occupational choice o f  eecondary school boys and g i r l s .  

- 
q = B"ys 

= g i r l s  df = 398 
SD, = boys table t r 1.645 

SD2 = g i r l s  



Table 12 above shows t h a t  t h e  hypothesis of no 

e i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was r e j e c t e d  with  r e spec t  t o  

nine out of e l even  items. Th i s  means t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

aigni f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  between secondary achoop boys 

and g i r l s  i n  t h e i r  mean opinion regard ing  t h e  people/ 

a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  in f luenced  t h e i r  occupat ional  choice 

o r  a sp i r a t i ons .  Only two i t ems  were accepted i n d i c a t i n g  

t h a t  t h e  two groups of reepondents were unanimous i n  

t h e i r  agreement with r e spec t  t o  t h e  i tems. I n  o the r  

words t h e r e  is no s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r ence  between t h e  

two groups with r ega rds  t o  t h e  two i tems  ( i t ems  4 and 7) 



T a b l e  13. TJhe t-test, mean, and s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n  analysis  
of  t h e  f a c t o r s  i n t e r m s  of o c c u p a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r -  
E s  i n f  luenc i r iq  t h e  choice of o c c u p a t i o n  o f  
boys and girls 

1 w i t h  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  9 
I 

I 
Y I 

Table ':kVv v a l u e  = 1.645 d f  = 398 

= mean f o r  boys  

'2 = Mean f o r  g i r l s  

Sdl= S t d  d e v i a t i o n  f o r  boys 

S D 2  - S t d - d e v i a t i o n  f o r  g i r l s  



The ' t t  - t e s t  analysis  in tab le  19 shows tha t  the  kpo thes i s  of no 
* 

s ignif icant  difference between the mean responses of the male and female 

stu, ?n ts  was rejected with respeat t o  items 2,4,6,lO and 11 . T h i s  means 

tha t  there  i s  s ignif icant  difference i n  the perception of the  two groups 

with respect t o  the  items i n  question. On the other hand, there was no 

s ignif icant  difference between the two groups i n  t h e i r  perception 

regarding items 1,3,5,7,8,9 and 12 hence the Wpothesis re la ted t o  the 

items were accepted, There was t h e r e f ~ r e  a concensus of opinion between 

the two groups with respect t o  the items. 

IWpothe~is -Ll3 

There will be no s ignif icant  difference between ru ra l  boys and t h e i r  

urban counterparts i n  t h e i r  mean responses i n  re la t ion t o  the factors  

t ha t  influence them i n  t h e i r  occupational choice or  aspirations.  

~ h . -  I t 1  t e s t  of significance of difference between sample means was 

used t o  t e s t  the above hypothesis a s  shown i n  table  14 belwo. 



Table 14: The t - t es t  analysis  of the factors  i n  terms of people/activites 
&nfluencing urban and ru ra l  boys i n  their choice of occupations. 

Table ' t '  = 1.96 df = 198 
I 

- 
X, = Dean fo r  urban boys 

- 
% = mean fo r  ru r a l  boys 

sq = s t d  deviation f o r  urban boys 

SD;! s t d  deviation f o r  ru r a l  boys. 

b b l o  14 abcve shows that nine items out of the eleven items i d ~ n t i f i e d  

i n  the tab le  had t - value . . greater  than the &able value of 1.96, with 

degree of freedom of 198. The hypothesis re la ted t o  the nine items was 

therefore rejected a t  the 0.05 l eve l  of probabil i ty.  Only two items 

( i t ens  2 and 9) had t value l e s s  than the tab le  value. The hypothesis of 

no s ignif icant  difference was therefore accepted with regards t o  the two 

i tens .  In  other words the  two groups of respondents do n~ ciiffer 

s ignif icant ly  i n  t h e i r  perception on the two items. ~t means tha t  there 

is a ?1???h4dsbetween the two groups with regard t o  the influence of the  



mass media and teacher on their ;ccupa-t;ional aspira t ions  o r  choice. 

h o t h e r  t - t e s t  wae carried out t o  find out if there wt%s a signif icant  

difference between the rusal boys and the ir  urban counterparts i n  t h e i r  

perogtion of the influence of the factors  re la ted t o  the character is t ics  

of the occupations on their  occupational choice o r  aspirations.  The 

analysis is  shown on tab le  15. 



Table 15 shows that the hypothesis of no significant difference between the  

two sample means was rejected with respect  of items 1,2,4,5,6,9,t0,11, and 

12. While the  n u l l  hypothesis was accepted-with respect t o  items 3,7, and 

8 w 

_Table 15: The t - tes t  analysis of the factors  i n  terms of occupational 
charac te r i s t i cs  influencing urban boya and r u r a l  boys i n  
t h e i r  occupat ionnl choice . - ' 

0 

X2 P 1  j SD2 : -. i I I 
I 

The occupation w i l l :  i 
1 ! Give me the  opportunity t o  

2, 
work with people 2 .I4 Reject 
Give me the opportunity t o  
work with objects 1.77 Reject 

31 Flt my l i f e  s t y l e  3.26j 3.42j 0.85! 0.82 1-1.33 
4. Elwa te  me i n  society because 

society i s  i n  d i r e  need of 
people i n  the  profession 

I r I [ 

I' 
I 

3 .30:3.50/ 0.72/0.72 -2.9 
5\ Allow ne time fo r  recreat ional  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  
6 j  Enable me t o  i n t e r ac t  with 

individuals with diverse 
i n t e r e s t s ,  a b i l i t i e s  and 
ba ckaround 
Offer me the opportunity 71 f o r  continuous professional 
growth 

I 
2e66i 3.281 0.871 0.88 1-4.77 Reject 

8, 

3.04 

Pruvide me the opportunity 
t o  earn Ugh  sa la ry  than 
graduates i n  other profess- 
ions * 

1$ Offer me the  opportunity f o r  ! 
I 

91 Give me high job secur i ty  

1 private  practice outside 
1 my profession. 

I 1 
I I i I 3.31 3.331 0.74, 0.91 I 0.17 I 

t 
f 

i 
0.78 i 1 .09 i ~ c c e ~ t  , 

3.W 3.371 0.94 0.80 1 2.88 f ~ e j e c t  
I 

I 

1 

i 
0.841 0.70 ' 3.18 Reject 

I 

1 1 1 Offer me the  opportunity I 

I ; I 

, fo r  s e l f  expression. I 3.201 3.58' 0.82' 0.67 3.45 !Reject 
121 Offer ne the  opportunity t o  j I 

, 
I 

I provide b e t t e r  services t o  j I 
I I 

mankind. % 3.59 ; 3.31 1 0.61 0.91 2.55 'Reject , 
' Table t vnlke = 1.960 

3.341 0.93: 0.85 2.31 Reject I 
1 



mhere $11 be no s ign i f ican t  difference between ru ra l  g i r l s  and t h e i r  

urban coun te rp r t s  i n  t h e i r  mean responses i n  re la t ion t o  factors  t ha t  

influence them i n  t h e i r  choice of occupation or occupational aspirations.  

The above hypothesis wQS tes ted using t - t e s t  a t a t i s t i c  for  
& 

' <  
independent samples. Table 16 show the t - tes t  analysis of the factors 

related to  people and a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the environment 

Table 16: !!?he t- teat  analysis of factors  i n  t e m e  of people/activit ies 
influencing rural and urban girls i n  t he i r  occupational 
aspira t ion and choice. 

Table ' t '  = 1.960 df  = I % .  
'pable t 6  indicates tha t  the  nu31 &pathesis was rejected at the 0.05 

leve l  of probabil i ty i n  re la t ion  t o  items 2,3,4,5,7rg*fO and 12 since the 

t v a l u e s  (calculate&) a re  grea te r  than the t ab l e  value. The calculated 

t*alues f o r  items 1 and 8 a re  l e s s  thsrn the  table  value, hence the nu l l  

Wpothesis with regard to  the i t e n s  was accepted meaning that there was 

a concensus of opinion between the two groups i n  question with regard to  



the two itmes' 

The t-test  was also computed f o r  independent means of rural  and 

urban g i r l s  i n  the i r  responses to the factors related to the characteristics 

of the occupations of the i r  choice. Table 17 shows the t - test  analysis. 

table l t = 1.960 

Table 17. The t - test  analysis of factors related characteristics of 
occmation: hfluencing x r a l  and urban, girls i n  the i r  
gccu~at ional  choice. 

/ t u a l u p  ~emk 

0 

Xi = urMn g i r l s  

I , 

2, 

1ms I 

-1 0 0 0  

i 

3 1  Fit my l i f e  s ty le  

Give me the opportunity t o  
' 

0.89 

0.65 
1 

3*46 13 a57 10.83 ) 0.69 

work with people. 3.09 

-4.18 

1 
3.32 10.62 3.66 

3.54 

4d Elevate me i n  the society 

0.83 

I 

5 1  

Give me the opportunity t o  
work with objects 

'3.53 

3.06 

3.35 

Allow me time for  recreat- 
ion. 

8,- 

3.08 

Po*Sde ne the opportunity 

'3.24 10.78 '0.93 0.75 ;hcc ept 

6 ,  ~ n a b l e  me to  in terac t  with 
a wide range of individuals 
with different a b i l i t i e s ,  
in teres ts  and background. 

3.41 1::: *' 
3610 

3 a  I 0.65 f 0.90 1 1.27 

9 .  

0.93 0.74 

74 

1 a5 cc ept 

Offer me the opportunity 
for  oon.tina& ~ O W H L  In. 
the m%78GlaUJhti. 

for  earning higher salary 
than graduates in  other 

t 

-0.64 

f I 

Offer me opportunity for  
~ r i v a t e  practice. 
Offer me the opportunity 
f o r  s e l f  expression 
Offer me the opportunity 
to  provide be t t e r  ser- 

3.42 

I I . ' I  

1 1 I 

3.04 1 3.47 10.88 1 0.74 1-3.58 ! R d  e c t  
! 
IAccept 

1 
I I I I 

I 
: I i I ! 

- 

professiono. 
- 1  I 

2 .98  3.48 : 0.81 , 0.76 

' vices t o  mankind. , 9 4 4  3.45 - 0.75 - 0.72 i 0.B !Accept . 

0.70 

-4.56 lReeject 

0.82 

Give me high job security 13.14 / 3.48 0.87 ; 0.71 ;-'3.09 l ~ e  j ect 
, 



The data ia table 17 in%j.cates that the nu l l  hypothesis related 

to  items 1 ,2,8,9,4e4kl 10 was rejected meaning that significant d i f f -  

erence was fo,md between urban and nxral g i r l s  in the i r  respmses t o  
% 

the f ive items. Also the nu l l  hypothesis was accepted with respect to '  

items 3,4,5,6,7,11 and 12 indicating that no significant difference was 

found between the mean responses of the two groups of respondents with 

regard t o  the items. TMB meam a concerns of opinicn between the urban 

and rural g i r l s  in relation t o  the i t e fn r s  under conrsideration. 

~ p o t h e s i e  VI 

There w i l l  be no aignificent difference be tween secondary 

school boys and female counterparts i n  the i r  mean perception of the 

extent they are influenced in the i r  occupational aspirations by the i r  

parent rs . 
The t- test  was used t o  t e s t  the above bppothssis a s  ahown i n  

table 18 below: 

Table 18,: _The t-tsst analysie of extent of parental influence on the 
choice of occupation by boys asld (tirla, 

table, t, d? 398, at 0.05 level - 1.960 
- .. x1 = boys X2 = g i r l s ,  

The data in table  I 8  indicates that the hypothesis was rejected since 

the caculated t-value is greater than the tabla t-value. T h i s  means 

that  there is significant difference between secondary school boys and 

tbir female counterparts in the i r  perception of the extent t o  which 



t b y  were influenced in t h e i r  occupational chance. The mean responses 

show t h a t  t h e  boys perceived t ha t  they were influenced t o  a g rea te r  

extent than g i r l s  in t h e i r  choice of occupations. 

The data  was subject  t o  a t - t es t  t o  fu r ther  f ind out i f  there 

would be a s i g n i f i c m t  difference between urban boys e.nd t h e i r  r u r a l  

counterparts i n  t h e i r  perception of the  extent t o  which they a r e  

influenced i n  t h e i r  occupational choices or asp i ra t ions  by t h e i r  

parents. (hypothesis VIII). The r e su l t  of the  analysis  is shown in 

table  19 below: 

Table 19: The t - t e s t  analys is  of the  extent of parental  influence on I 
I 

t he  choice of occupation by urban and ru r a l  bays. I 

t a b l e  t = 1.96 

5 = urban boys 

ji2 = r u r a l  boys. 

The tab le  above shows t ha t  the re  is s ign i f ican t  difference between the  

urban and ru r a l  boys in  t h e i r  mean response t o  the  extent of t h e i r  

parental influence on t h e i r  choice of occupation hence t he  hypothosis 

was rejected a t  the  0.E l eve l  of probabbility. 



Sumnary of findings 

The following i s  the  summary of the findings of the  study. 

1. A majority of the  respondents studied began t o  think about choosine 

en occupation i i n  t h e i r  JSS classes. A higher percentage of boys 

(46 .$) then g i r l s  (35 .w) give consideration t o  occupational choicf 

i n  t h e  JSS classes.  

2. A majority of t he  respondents chose o r  aspired t o  choose medicine t 

a profession. The law profession ranked second, rngineering ranke( 

t h i r d  while Business ranked fourth.  None of the respondents wishel 

t o  choose o r  m t e r  i n t o  urban planning profession. Other pro- 

fessions t ha t  a re  not popular among the  respondents a r e  nursing, 

mi l i t a ry ,  archi tecture ,  fashiong design and p i lo t ing  professions. 

3. Of a l l  the  soc ia l  factors i n  the environment, parents had a greate  

influence on both the male and female respondents i n  t h e i r  choice 

of occupations. OC her soc ia l  fac tors  tha t  had considerable i n  flu- 

ence on the  occupational choices o r  aspira t ions  of the students 

include among others career day a c t i v i t i e s ,  neighbours, student 

i n  the  profession, school counsellors and mass media. 

4. The r~spondents  agreed that occupational charac te r i s t i cs  do 

influence then i n  t h e i r  occupational choices o r  aspirations.  The 

character is t ics  of the occupation they considered impordrant were: 

a.  the  opportunity t o  work with people 

b. the  occupation being i n  consonance with t h e i r  l i f e  s ty le .  

c. the  dignity of the  occupation. 

d. the  occupation allowing t i n e  f o r  recreational a c t i v i t i e s  
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the  occupation allowing time f o r  pr ivate  practice. 

opportunity f o r  professional growth 

opportunity t o  b e t t e r  serve humanity* 

A majority of t he  male respondents (54F) indicated t ha t  they were 

influenced i n  t h e i r  occupational aspira t ions  or  choices t o  a 

I t r e a t *  extent while 357' of them indicated t ha t  they were inf lu-  

a c e d  t o  *some* extent. Also a majority of the girls indicated 

tha t  they were influenced to  a *grea t*  extent and some extent by 

t h e i r  parents i n  t h e i r  choices, 

The occupational choices/aspirations of secondary school students 

towards independent l i v ing  i s  independent of location of the 

students. 

The occupntional aspira t ions  of secondary school students is 

indepdnent of s e x .  

There were s ignif icant  differences between boys and g i r l s  in 

t he i r  moan perception on the  influence of parents,  teacher, 

principal ,  career  day a c t i v i t i e s ,  mass media and excursion on 

tho i r  occupational aspira t ion o r  choices, 

Significant differences and concensus were found between urban 

boys and g i r l s  and rural boys and g i r l s  i n  t h e i r  means responses 

t o  the  factors  t h a t  influence them i n  their occupstional 

aspirations and choices. 
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m d i n g s  , ~ i s c u s  ~ ~ U & - C O ~ U ~ Q P ~  and Rec ammenda ti ons 

Introduction: 
. .. 

This chapter i s  concerned with t he  findinga, discussions, 

conclusions and recommendations of t he  study. Also, implications, and 

' suggestions fo r  f u r t he r  s tudies  a r e  a l so  considered. 

This study revealed t ha t  t he  respondents began t o  th ink about 

choosing an occupation especia l ly  a t  t h e i r  JSS years. A t  this period 

, the  students a re  between s ix teen and eighteen years of age. T h i s  

f inding lends support t o  Adam's (1956) f inding t ha t  between j6 and 18 

years of age most young people must have made, r e a l i s t i c  occupational 

choice while others a ro  still  asp i r ing  t o  choose or have made'tentative 

occupational choice. According t o    dam (1956) this period i s  t he  perkod 

when youthqf t r ans la t ion  of impulse is  almost exclusively i n  terms 

of such subject ive  f ac to r s  as  i n t e r e s t ,  capac i t i e s  and values and when they 

begin t o  e q l o m  the  environment acquainting themselves with the alter- 
- 

nat ives  i n  t h e  process of making a choice. 

It tes a l so  found i n  the  study that a majori ty of the respondents 

have chosen o r  a r e  asp i r ing  t o  en te r  i n to  medicine, l a w ,  engineering 

business and c i v i l  service  professions. Apart from business, the  r e s t  

of the  above profeseions o r  occupations a r e  regarded as  uprest igell  

occupations by the  Nigerian soc ie ty .  Most parents nowadays wish that, 

t h e i r  children en te r  the  p res t ige  occupations i r respec t ive  of t h e p  

chi ldren 's  a b i l i t i e s ,  c apab i l i t i e s ,  apt i tude and same tiinos i n t e r e s t s .  



There i e  themfore  6% need t o  guide the y o u t h  t o  choose occu~at ions  

that are  i n  consonance with t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  and apti tudes.  Odie$mm 

(1974) found tha t  although majority of students choose professions and 

high leve l  occupations, a substant ia l  number of them lack an understanding 

of the  subjects o r  t ra in ing  requirements of cer ta in  courses or jobs. 

Many, unfortunately, find out a t  last when they b v e  enrolled f o r  cer ta in  

courses thnt  t h e i r  apt i tudes  do not l i e  within such courses. Their next 

aim w i l l  be t o  change t o  other courses. 

The choice of many ~f the  respondents t o  enter  the business may 

be a t t r ibu ted  t o  the  current economic rescession i n  the  c'ountrj. Kany 

people fee l  they con make a l o t  of money i n  business and so they do not 

seem t o  be interes ted i n  f i r t he r ing  t h e i r  education bsyond the senior 

secondary. Roys i n  par t i cu la r  do not seem t o  be as in te res ted  i n  educ- 

-. a t ion  generally as t h e i r  female counterparts, This i s  ref lected i n  the  

declinins enrollment of boys i n  the  post-primary and post-secondary 

ins t i tu t iol is  i n  Anambra State.  

It r i m  found i n  the study t h a t  of a l l  the  soc ia l  fector  i n  the  

envirom.ent9 parents had the  g rea t e s t  influence on both the  male and 

fanale students i n  t h e i r  choice of occupation. The nost  respondents 

indicated t ha t  they were influenced i n  t h e i r  occupational aspira t ions  or 

choices t o  a great  extent. Thj,s f i n d i w  is supported by Ogbazi (1980) who 

found tha t  parents have the g rea t e s t  influence on t h e i r  ckildrenst  choice 

of occupations. The type and extent  of influence parents have on t h e i r  

children has t o  do with the socio-economic s ta tus  of the parents. The 

major components of socio-economic s t a t u s  can be iden t i f i ed  a s  wealth and 



educational standard. It is expected tha t  parents should exercise some 

measure of influence cm t h e i r  children' s education. Crowther (1 972) 

' beiieves t ha t  well educated parents could want t he i r  children t o  benefit  

a s  they have done from good education. The l e s s  educated parents on 

the other hr-nd may not weild much influence on t h e i r  children's choice 

of career f o r  they lack the necessary information about the world of work. 

Other human factors  iden t i f ied  i n  the study a s  influencing the 

occupational aspira t ions  and choice of students include the principal,  

school counsellor, mass media, neighbour and teacher. These a r e  very 

importmt factors  which are  l i k e l y  t o  influence students during t h e i r  

decision naking period. 

This s t u Q  revealed tha t  besides human factors,  other factors  

re la ted t o  the character is t ics  of the occupation a l so  influence students 

t o  choose occupations. Pany youths l i k e  t o  enter  i n to  occupt ions  t ha t  

 ill p r o v i ~ e  them with the opportunity t o  work with people. Others may 

prefer t o  choose occupations t h a t  have t o  do with the brandling of 

*objects. Also prospects of high earnings i s  of high consideration by the 

respondents of this study i n  t h e i r  choice of occupaticns. Perhaps t h i s  

i a  the  reason why a majority of the respondents indiPcated they would 

choose the 'pres t ige '  occupations such as medicine, engineering and 

law. This finding cmtrad ic te  Ogbaai's study i n  the United S ta tes  of 

PSnerica where he found tha t  f inancial  consideration i.s of l e s s  inlportance 

i n  the choice of career by the merican y o u t b ~ .  The difference i n  the 

two fixdings can however be a t t r i bu t ed  t o  the  differences i n  values, 

customs and aspirations i n  the  respondents used i n  the two stndies. 
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Finally, the  study revealed that the occupational choices o r  

aspirations of students a re  influemed by the location of the school. 

SLldents i n  the m r a l  areas are not uma l ly  exposed t o  people in 

different  occupations and as a re su l t  they may be ignorant of many 

occupt ions existing i n  society. Urban statdents on the other hand are 

exposed to  people from many walks of l i f e  and therefore familiar with 

many occupations from which %bey can choose. There is therefore a need 

t o  concentrate guidance and counselling e f fo r t s  i n  the rura l  schools. 

Conclusions 

Rased on the  findings of this study, the fallowing conclusions . 

were made r 

A majority of the respondents of the  study have, chosen o r  were a s p i r  1 
ing t o  enter i n to  medicine, engineering and law professione. Urban 

planning and mil i tary occupatione a re  not popular with the respondents. 

The occupational aspirations of secondary school student8 tomrds . 

independent living are independent of sex but dependent of location 

of the students. 

Parenta, prinoipsl, teacher and mass media nere ident i f ied  a8 very 

important social  factors  t ha t  had the  greateat  influence on the 

respondents' occupational choices o r  aspirations.  

A majority of the respondents became concerned with occupational 

choice a t  the JSS classes. 

The respondents indicated t h a t  cer ta in  c h a r a c t e r i ~ t i c s  of occuptione 

influenced them i n  t h e i r  choice of occupation. Opportunity to  nark 

with people and ob3ec t e  prestige,  opportunity fo r  continuous 



professional growth, high job secur i ty  and opportunity f o r  pr ivate  

pra3tice a r e  of high consideration by the  respondents i n  t h e i r  choice 

of occupation. 

Jmplications of the  Study 

The findings of this study have some educational implications fo r  the  

the principnl,  teachers, parents and students.  

This study revealed tha t  the principal  of schools is one of t he  

human fac tors  t h a t  influence students i n  t h e i r  choice of l i f e  career. 

The principal  is the administrative head of the school T h i s  b p l i e s  

tha t  he ~ h o u l d  ensure t ha t  the guidance and counselling un i t  f'unctions 

effectively by providing e f fec t ive  s t a f f  and supervising t he  programme. 

Since he comes i n  contact with the  students,  he should be famil iar  with 

the world of work so a s  t o  be able  t o  e f fec t ive ly  inform them about 

avai lable  j obs . 
Since the teacher is an important human fac tor  t h a t  influence 

students!  choice of career,  he should a l so  be familiar  with the kiads of 

jobs ava.ilablo i n  the conmunity, t h e i r  entry  requirements and conditions. 

Knowing thc apt i tudes  of his students the teecher w i l l  be able to  match 

the students with occupations t h a t  are  i n  consonance with t h e i r  aptitudes. 

This implies t ha t  classroom teachers should teach occupations. Bring 

people t o  the.classroom t o  t a lk  about t h e i r  occupations is  a good my  t o  

expose students t o  di f ferent  occupations from which they cen make 

r e a l i s t i c  choices. 

Since p r e n t s  have the grea tes t  influence on t h e i r  childrens 

vocational choice, they should be enlightened through the mass ieedia o r  



oamgaign about the  danger& of choosing careera f o r  ' 

especially when such careers cannot be  a t ta ined by 

Radio progmmme such as  career  shop could go 4 

l ightening paretns i n  re la t ion  t o  t h e i r  r e s  ponsibil: 

I 
children i n  t h e i r  occupational choice. 

Qr,e of the  grea tes t  problems st the secondary 

of occuya,tional choice i s  lack of adequate informat: 

un i t i es  exis t ing i n  the  world of work. This proble~ 

lack of Qr unorganised vocational and educational gr 

our saco!lGcx-y school system. This  leads t o  student1 

T ' informed abaut job opportunities , placement and prod 

therefore a need t o  employ guidance counsellors i n  ' 

i n s t i t u t i ons  t o  inform students about job opporhai* 

aervice & o  t ha t  they choose careers  t ha t  a r e  i n  con1 

epti tudes,  5 ~ t e r e s t  and a t t i tudes .  

IL'Iier9 is a need f o r  information p r i o r  t o  choic 

a s  aert iox 2s s ~ ~ p p o r t e d  by London (1 973) who observec 

lacking i~2onna t ion  about themselves and about occu] 

opportunitj.en do not make appropriate career choicer 

secondary eckocl; some make no choice a t  a l l ;  and i~ 

not co.lnsider with avai lable  opportunities i n  the I t  

s h o d &  therefore be helped t o  increase t h e i r  kuowlec 

world of work and thereby increasing t h e i r  subsequa 

in addition t o  reduc ingunaployment . 
:i 



Rec ommendst i ons 

BAsed on the findings of the study, the following recommendations 

were made. 

1 . Since youths begin t o  think about choosing careers from the elementary 

school through the senior  secor dary school, guidance and counselling 

progrmins should be mads an indispensable component of the school 

curriculum a t  the primary and post-primary levels .  

2. Since Farents wield the greates t  influence on the children's  

~rocakional choice and aspirations an enlightenment programme should 

be organised by the  ministry of information i n  collaboration with 

WAMSER t o  famil iar ise  parents with information they need to  help 

t h s i r  children make r e a l i s t i c  occupational choices. Information 

about +he world of work, occupational requirements, conditions of 

service e t c  should be made avaiable t o  parents. 

3. Career day a c t i v i t i e s  should be organised by guidance and counselling 

depa?tuilant t o  expose students t o  d i f fe ren t  occupations. 

4. ,mbjscta teachers should teach occupations t o  help famil iar ise  students 

~ 5 t h  different occupational areas. Teachers a l so  should perfom 

some guidance functions i n  the  school. 

Limit~.5icnz - of the Stu$y 

Ths following l imitations are  inherent i n  the  study: 

1. The study was l imited t o  SSSS students i n  Enugu Education zone of 

Anambra s t a t e .  

2. It WE19 l imited t o  Socio-economic factors  tha t  influence students i n  

t h e i r  choice of occuption.  



3. The findings of this s h d y  coUd snly be generalised i n  E n w  

Education zone. 

4. Finally, this study m a  l imited t o  the extent t o  which the  

respondents provided unbf ased answers t o  t h e  questionnaire items. 

Sugaestions f o r  fu r ther  Research 

The resemcher suggests fu r ther  studies i n  the  following areas: 

1 . A repl icat ion of the study i n  other areas of the s t a t e .  

2. The interact ion e f fec t s  of the environmental fac tors  influencing 

studeuts i n  t h e i r  occupational choices o r  aspirations.  

Summary 

The major concern of this study @a t o  iden t i fy  the  environmental 

factors  thp-t influence asnior  secondary students i n  t h e i r  occupational 

choices o r  aspirations.  A t o t a l  of four hundred respondents i n  Enugu 

education zone randomly selected and s t r a t i f i e d  on the basis  of sex 

and location part icipated i n  the study. 

A questionnaire m a  used t o  co l lec t  the data f o r  the study. The 

instrument was content validated and wae p i l o t  - tes ted on some senior 

secondary students who were def in i te ly  not part  of  the ta rge t  population. 

The data were analysed using percentages, means, t - tes t  and 

chi-quare s t a t i s t i c s .  It was found among other things t ha t  a majority 

of the respondents indicated tha t  they would enter i n to  medical, law, and 

engin3ering professions. It was alao found tha t  the  parents have the 

greates t  influence on the respondmtsr choice of cccupt ion.  Same of 

the  socio-economic factors  considered by the respondents i n  t h e i r  occ- 

upational choice include opportunity t o  work with people and objects 



f inancial  remuneration and opporhnity f o r  continuous professional 

gr0w.h. However, it was found tha t  the occupational choices or  aspira- 

t ions of the respondents are  independent of sex that  dependent of location 

of the s~hoc,?d. The study s t ressed the need f o r  an organised guidance 

and counselling programme as an indispensable component of the t o h l  

school ic6t:mction as  n tool f o r  helping students make r e a l i s t i c  

occupational choices. 
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School of postgraduate Studies, 
University of Nigeria, 
Neukka 

1 s t  A ~ s t ,  1990. 

Dear Student, 

Auestionnaire on the  fnflu?nce of Parents on the  Occupational 
Aspirations of Secondary School Students Toward ~ndependent - 
: ~ i . v r  --. 

The p-dyose of t h i s  study i s  t o  inver t iga te  t h e  influence of parents 
on the  occupational inspira t ions  of secondary school students towards 
baepsndent .living. The r e s u l t s  of t h i s  study, hopefully, w i l l  have con- 
siderable va! ue f o r  r e a l i s t i c  occupational aspira t ions  of students. 

I need your in tpu t  i n  this study by sac r i f i c ing  about t en  minutes 
of  your tiw t o  complete t h e  enclosea questionnaire. 

I wish t o  emphasise t h a t  the  responses on t he  instrument w i l l  be 
analysed OE a group basis  and no attempts w i l l  be made t o  associate  
reeponses with individuals o r  ins t i tu t ions .  

!Lbidi~ f o r  your co-operation. 

. Sincerely, 



Questionnaire 

( T O  be completed by Senior Secondary Three Students.) 

Instruction: 

TNs questionnaire i s  designed t o  co l l ec t  data f o r  research 
purposes. Please respond t o  each question by marking an "XW against the 
reupom; which best  describes your s i t ua t i on  o r  by completing the blank. 

SECTION A 

Person-;'.I Data 

4. :ryI.'.e of school: A Urban ( .  ) B. ( ) 

5. Residence of your psrents A ( ) B Rural ( ) 

SECTION B 

6 .  kizt occupation have you chosen f o r  a l iv ing?  

(Tick "Xw where appropriate)  

A. A, Medicine ( ) B. Engineering ( ) 0 I 

C .  Nursing ( ) D. Teaching ( 1 P. 

6 .  Business ( ) F. m y  ( 1 Q 

G. Fi lo t  ( ) H. Agricul tur is t  ( ) R 

I. Civil servant ( ) J. ~ a w  ( ) S m t a t e  Mgt. 

K. Archeture ( ) L. libhion Designer ( ) 

M e  Urban Planner ( ) N. Other (please s p x i f y )  ...................~......................~~..*.~ 



7. Indieate (by marking HX") the  extent of your agreement with 
respect t o  the following p t r a o n s / ~ c t i v i t i e e  as fac tors  tha t  
influenced your decision t o  choose the occupation you have chosen. 

Parents 

~ e a c h e r / ~ u t o r  

Principal 

School counsellor 

Cereer day a c t i v i t i e s  

Brother or  s i s t e r  

Neighbours and f r iends  

Graduate of the  profession of your 
choice 

Student i n  t h e  profission of your choice 

Mass media 

Excursions t o  private and public 
establishments I I I 

8. What did you f i r s t  become concerned with choosing an 
occupation? 

b. Junior Secondary school (JSS) ( ) 

c . Senior. Secondary School (SSS) ( ) 

9. !IN w h a t  extent were you influenced i n  your choice of occupation 
by your parents? 

(a) Great extent ( ) (b) Some extent ( ) 

( c )  L i t t l e  extent ( ) (d) None ( ) 



ss 
Indica te  t h e  degree of  agreement o r  disagreement wi th  t h e  following 
as f a c t o r s  t h a t  influenced your choice o f  0 c c ~ p 3 t i o n *  

TL. occupation I &ve chosen w i l l :  
t 

Give me the  opportunity t o  work ~ 5 t h  - 
people 

Give me t h e  opportunity t o  wo& wi th  
objec ts  

Fits my l i f e  s t y l e  

Elevate me i n  s o c i e t y  because s o c i e t y  
i s  d i r e  need o f  people i n  this 
profession 

Allow me time f o r  r ec rea t iona l  
a c t i v i t i e s .  

m a b l e  me t o  i n t e r a c t  with a wide range 
of individual  ' s a b i l i t i e s ,  i n t e r e s t  
and background 

Offer me opportunity f o r  continuous 
prof eesicmal growth. 

Provide me t h e  opportunity t o  earn high 
s a l a r y  than graduates i n  o the r  
occup t ions .  

Give me high job s e c u r i t y  

Offer ne opportunity f o r  p r iva te  
p rac t i ce  

Offer me t h e  opportunity f o r  self 
express ion' 

Offer me t h e  opportunity t o  provide 
b e t t e r  s e r v i c e s  t o  mankind 



- - 
Mean, chi-square and t4mt malysrie of the @estionnaire item 



Urban girls  Ve Rural girls  

- Urban girls  

- Rural girls 

Sd, - Urban girl8 

Sd2 - .Rural g ir ls  



?1 - Urban girls 

- girls 

8di - Urban girls 

9d2 - Rural girls 







t A11 boy Vs a l l  girls 
I I I E 

ITW 7 jt2 Sdl Sd2 t-valuc 

Sd2 - Girls 



-0 xi Nean of boys 
0 

12 - Mean o f  girls 

Sdi Standard deviation boys 

Sd2 Standard deviation girls 







- 
X1 - Urban boys - 
X2 - Rural boys 

Sd, - Urban bays 

Sd2 - Rural boys 



- 
XI - Urban boys 
- 
X2 - Rural boys 

Sdi - Urban boys 

Sd2 - Ruralboys 
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