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Nigeria ; 1 ;000 Roy& Msri&e< $s 
alleged to have been dispatched to  
Nlzeria for an am~hib ious  attack on 
~ o y t  Harcourt, and the Hibernian 
footballers touring Africa had been 
said to b e  British parachute troops. 

Such reports would be laugha bLe 
were it not for the fact that they 
had been responsible for the burning 
of British property in Port Harcourt 
by an Ibo crowd. 

The Ibo propaganda machine had 
ins~sted that R.A.F. aircraft and 
British bombs had been used in the 
\car, although there had never been 
the slightest truth in this. There were 
even some people in high places who 
believed this propaganda. 

Stumbling block 
to cease-fire 

It had been alleged that Federal 
troops had massacred the ~nhabitants 
- s o m e  2.300 people-of two 
villages. He did not belleve such 
stories were true. A reputable 
lournallst wlth experience of Africa 
had found that the entire population 
of the area had fled and that there 
mere no slgns of atrocltiei Surely 
there mould have been some signs 
~f atrocities had been committed on 
such a s a l e  

It also had becn alleged that thc 
25 vehicles B r ~ t a ~ n  had sent to Lagos 
for  relief purposes had been con- 
signed to  the Federal Army uhen In 
fact they had been given to the Red 
Cro\s 

rhese reports \\ere traglc as the 
Ibos themselves were beconiing 
victims of thelr omn propaganda. 
The belief was be~ng lnsttlled In them 
t h a ~  any concesslon would lead to 
genoc~de, and t h ~ s  was a atumbllng 
h l o ~ k  in the attempts to achieve a 
cease-fire 

He wa:, convinced fro111 h ~ s  tails 
\%lth General G o ~ o n  that he had dl1 
all along debired a negotiated settle- 
ment because he knew the iost of d 

contlnued 
From lnformatlon a\dlldb\e to 

h ~ m  on leaving the Commonuealth 
Ofl~ce for the debate, there was no 
evrdence of  a major p u ~ h  froni the 
north. He had just recelved a ines- 
sage from the Hlgh Comm~ssloner In 
Lagos that ~t wns clear a military 
advance had not taken place or 
started. It seemed that the under- 
talung General Gowon gave to the 
Government that he would conttnue 
to negotrate as long as posstblz 
before a milltdry solution had to be 
undertaken st111 held good. 

An indelible 
stain 

LADY ASQUITH oE YARN- 
BURY (L.) sdid that the Government 
had lor  two gears been sell~ng to the 
Fcderal Government arms uhich 
were belng used aga1n.t starving 
people. The Federal Government 
m~gh t  soon move in for the A111 

It 1s (she said) the mo5t inhuman 
deed I can recall in the h~stofy of 
our  country. What us Blafra's crime 
She has seceded from a federation 
of ~ncompatible trlbal un~ts.  Secesbion 
is no crime. 

Even at the eleventh hour Britain 
should stop the sale of arm5 to 
Nigeria. l'he Ciover~lment had bran- 
ded the Britiqh n-onle with a stain 
l !~a l  was indelible and made them an 
acce\sor)- to 2, crime against humanily. 
((-ll?ers.) - 

I he RISHOP oi I.C)NUOh \aid 
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greater certainty and regularity a t  far  
less cost by the land d d o r  with 
five-ton trucks. 

He doubted the value to starving 
people In any nr- of the war zone 
of plugging Biafra incessantly, ad  
nausea on B.B (2; televis~on, includ- 
ing "24 Hours , with the strong 
Inference ~t was all due to the wicked- 
ness of the Federal Government. 
T h ~ s  was givlng a wholly fallac~ous 
impression of the facts. 

There was idealism and forebear- 
ance and fortitude on both s~des  of 
this polltlcal squabble. There was 
humanity among the federal leaden 
who held the mllitary initiative, and 
help trom every quarter to wretched 
people n h o  suflered and starved 
could b e t  be administered by a 
5trictly neutral poqture, by a strictly 
reali\t~c recognltlon of the legal and 
military facts, by the maxlmum pos- 
sible cooperation between all agencies 
and individuals, and by backing the 
man In charge of the operations. 

VISCOUNT HEAD (C.) sald that 
from the cloud of piopaganda, 
especiallv from Blafra. it would be 
thought 1niposs1)le for Biafra to llve 
with the north agdin. But the north 
and the east had been in close 
dlliance Now ~t was the north and 
the west. A long-term solution was 
possible The Ibos \irere golng tor 
something they could not get when 
the mil!tary strength of the federal 
government mas consrdered. 

Error and 
obstinacy 

LORD GOQDhlAN said Britain 
had pursued a disastrously mistaken 
policy, but there wah still time to 
rectify it. The people who had car- 
ried out thic policv were not criminal> 
\\,ith bloodstained hands but well- 
meaning people wfiose mistakes arose 
from error and abstinacs. 

For some reason Britain had 
adopted the view that the Federal 
Government war legal and the 
Biafran Governnlent illegal. But the 
situation, as he saw it, wab that there 
were two ad hoc governments in 
existence in Nigeria. 

While it was not certain that the 
a,pirations of the Biafrans to inde- 
pendence could be achieved. i f  
Britain had negotiated between the 
parties on the bask that they were 
both ad hoc governments. come form 
of  !oose federation could have been 
arrived at wh,ich would have been 
accsptable to both of them. 

Even todav Britain had a niediat- 
ing role to ulav and it was one she 
should immediately undertake. 

LORD BROCKWAY (1. said 
that \vh,vhile he did not whh to see 
the balkanization of Africa. the 
human facts in Wigeria were that 
tribal loyalties and tribal traditions 
were not yet ready for a unified 
Nigeria. 

LORD SHEPHERD said ha 
thought it wrong at this stage to 
consider somc new British or  Con]- 
monwealth move. 

i f  1 believed (he said) that the 
giving u p  of arms brought peace 
h e  hour nearer. 1 would personally 
resiky froni oflice if my colleagues 
took a contrary view and continued 
to supply arms. 

This was a tnatter of coiisclence. 
I-le be!:?\-ed that Ihe pul~sy of the 
Ciovernn~ent. though distasteful, was 
the onlv one that could be pursue~t. 

I he niotjon \bas agreed to. 
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has teen n o  change o r  siepping u p  
in any way of the a m  which we 
have been making available. 

But things could change, either if 
the struggle took on the c h m c t e r  of 
a genuine oivil war, o r  if there w e n  
a threat of wanton and brutal 
slaughter. 

Control over 
commanders 

The conflict was still a question 
of secession rather than civil.war. He 
did not believe that a breakaway by 
the Ibo areas could be reconciled 
with the continuance .of Nigeria in 
the sense of a unitary and powedul 
state capable of providing seourity, 
peace and prosperity for its inhabl- 
:ants. 

I t  would be a tragedy if a break- 
away led to a break-up of Nigeria. 

What was worrying was the in- 
tentions of the commanders of the 
Nigerian forces in Iboland. A state- 
ment recently attributed to Colonel 
Adekunle amounted to a threat of 
massacre on a major scale. This 
was quite different from the respon- 
bible attitude taken in Lagos, and 
there were people wh.0 suspected that 
the voice of the colonel was the true 
vorce. Many feared that the com- 
manders were not adequatelv under 
the control of their government. 

The tasks before us are clear (he 
said). We must continue to do all 
we can to get the relief supplies mov- 
ing and bring all pressure we can to 
bear on both sides to remove any 
obstruction. We must try and help 
to find a solution which can bind a 
united Nigeria with security and con- 
fidence for the Ibo people. 

With Britain's experience of settle- 
ments of constitutional problems, this 
country should be able to  make a 
valuable conti-ibution to the solution 
of the problems in Nigeria. They 
must be solved if Nigeria was to sur- 
vive and become a happy country. 

Confusing 
and obscure 

MR. GEORGE THOMSON. 
Secretary of Mate for Commonwealth 
Aflalrs (Dundee. East. Lab.), sald the 
House would have been happy lo  
hear the formula of Emperor Haile 
Selassle for relief operations had 
been accepted In p r~nc~p le  by the 
N~gerian and Blafran delegates. 4 
great deal of cred~t  was dae to the 
persrstence of the Emperor. 

It must be hoped that both s~des, 
awaw. as Mr. hfaudllng had said, 
of the may the conscience of the 
world was aroused by the stdrbdtlon 
In N~geria, would now move with 
urgency to m a l e  the Emperor's for- 
mula an instrument of relief. 

The military situation was both 
confusing and obscure. I t  mas no\+ 
more accurate to speak of the Ibo 
areas than of Biafra. Although 
Colonel Ojukwu \ t ~ l l  talked of 
Blafra he was In control of not much 
more than half of Iboland no\%. 
Federal forces mere in a strong 
posltlon. They had cut off the lbos 
entirel) from the \ea. Whether the 
tederat government would car? out 
n tull irlvazion of Ibolaild 

pill$ (lepepd on the  nedce npectr~l- 
tlons at  Addla ,4babd. and Ihlb u, 

r-.ezu~te of + h ~  n-rnr'qnce ~f f h e ~ l  

He asked thq House to * 

that when the civil war began n e w -  ' 
l ~ t y  was not a possible option for any 
British Government at  that t h e .  Medical 

This was not a possible attitude (ha 
said) when a Commonwealth country +teams 
wlth whom we had long and close 
hes was faced with internal revolt. 

a There have hn reports 
What on earth would other corn- traffic being suspended tor  ml i -  

monwealth countries have thought if reasons during the last day or  
we had reacted by an immediate ces- (he sald) I am atraid that these 
sation of supplies ? What efffft are true. n e  Biafrans have 
would It have had on  the rest d acquired a certain aerial 
Africa, struggling t o  create t n ~ d m  They were the 

and rlvalry 7 
nation states In the face of tribal fears 

Our policy the war began f h ~ s  o~vil  war. and that has been a 

has been to contlnue authorizing tho factor In the hold-up in the last day 

export af carefully controlled quan- ''4;;. hundred tons of suppliec a titles [here of has arm>. hen I gladly no change confirm in that that - month were now being sent,by rdl1 

.\AI.,... and road to Enunu. This reclVal was p"L'Ly. 
Britain had not supplied military 

aircraft or bombs, and Nigeria was 
obtaining the bulk of its arms sup- 
plies from elsewhere. The question 
therefore was whether unilateral 
British action in cutting off supplies 
of defence equipment would make a 
peace agreement more likely. 

We v~ould, I think, lose our 
capacity to influence the Federal 
Government (he said) and 1 believe 
the record shows that General 
Gowon and his colleagues have all 
along been prepared to listen to our 
advice and meet us when they .felt 
they could. 1 think we havc certainly 
exercised influence, and we would 
certainiy lose it i f  we followed the 
course of unilateral suspension. 

Effects of 
stopping arms 

M R .  .ALLAC'N (Salford, East. 
Lab.).-Did not General Gowon 
say on television last night that the 
big push has started '? How in the 
11ght of that can the Secretary of 
State say that his policy has influ- 
enced the Federal Government ? 
(Labour cheers.) 

MR. THOMS0N.-I hope Mr. 
Allaun will listen to my argument 
as a whole, and judge it at  the end. 
.Apart from the undoubted reduction. 
and indeed abolition, of influence 
with the federal government .that 
~ o u l d  follow unilateral suspension. 
I believe that suspending arms would 
make the Ibos less willing to come 
to a settlement rather than more 
willing. Far from persuading the 
I boi to negotiate meaningfully our : 
action would be bound to eqcmrage 

sufic~ent to show-that there was now 
a leal momentum gathering In relief 
to federal-held terrltorles. 

On the Br~tish part In these opera- 
tions he s a d  two civil med~cal 
teams had left London for Nigeria, 
organized by the Save the Chlldren 
Fund. which would be contrlbutlng 
wrnething to their cost although the 
nldjor part would be borne b> the 
Gobernment. 

Twenty -five vehicles whlch were 
being p~~rchased on behalf of Oxtam 
d~ould  be reaching Lagos in the next 
few days, Whatever differences 
there might be about ,what  the 
Brit~sh Government pollcy should 
he, there would be universal agree- 
inent about the need for us to mahe 
a maulmum contribution to the 
~iiternatlonal rellef effort in Nigeria. 

them..to fight on 
The Russlans had already seoured 

a polit~cal foothold in Nigeria by 
supplying military aircraft and bombs 
which Britain had firmly refused to 
supply. If Britain cut off its supplies 
Ruisia would be only too willing to 

and this they are seeking to do. 
AIR. SANDYS (Sweatham? C.)  

asked whether the idea of an ~.nter- 
national force to  provide securlty 
aftsr hostilities had ended was st111 
being considered. 
MR. THOMSON said that it was 

'under active consideration. The ' British Government had expressed 
uiilingness to  take part in a Com- 
monwealth force if that was des~red. 
and the Organization of African 
Unity was also considering the matter. 

Associated with this point was the 
need to get Red C ~ o s s  observers into 
the fighting line to ensure that the 
relief operation could get in close. 
dnd to have an international team 
there to deal with any allega,tions of 
atrocities. This matter was being din- 
cussed with the Federal Government. 

Fears still . 

hi1 the gap and gain the influence 
alhich this country w o d d  lose. 

There was also a strong feeling 
that every effort should be made to 
brrng about some kind of interna- 
tional embargo. The Government 
had looked Into that closely and 
arlxiously over recent months. They 
had concluded that the only way to t  
grt an effective International arms 
embargo was for the contestants to 
cooperate In it as part of a cease- 
hre Private arms dealers would 
iertalnl? find na ) s  ot  clrcumventlng 
a n \  arm< embargo 

remaining 
RIR. HUGH FRASER (Stafford 

and Stones, C.) s a ~ d  t:.at the fears 
of all sides of the House had been 
in no way swept aside by Mr. Thom- 
.tm4s swech. For him to talk of the - - 
Addis kbbaba talks as though it was 
a developing situation was wrong. 

This is a situation approaching 
crisis point (he said). I hope that 
unless the Commonwealth Secretary 
1s able to reassure members further, 
the House will, if possible, make a 
protest against the further provision 
of arms to the Nigerian Government. 

I feel profoundly sorry for that 
nt~bie and distinguished man. Lord 
Hunt. His impact, and that of the 
f;overnment. on supplies sent to the 
pcopie of Biafra has been rill. Fewer 
ri!on!ics arc  being sent today hv 

that failing more satisfadory aswr- 
a- from General Gowon about 
<upplies and the intentions of the 
Federal Government towards the Ibo 
people this country would have no 
more to  do wlth the supply of arms 
t o  Nigeria. 

The situation had deteriorated and 
there was clear evidence of callous- 
ness in relieving starvation. I t  might 
make n o  difference to the ability 
of the Federal forces to wage war 
to the end, but ~f the relat~onships 
between Federal Nigeria and BritaiR 
were as close as he  believed them 
to be a gesture of the sort he sug- 
gested \vould have an effect on the 
prror~ty they gave to saving clviliaa 
11fe. 

Commissioner 
criticized 

MR. JAMES DAVIDSON West  
Aberdeenshire, L.) said Britain's aim 
and purpose in Nigeria had never 
been openly and unequivocally 
declared. Time and again the House 
had been given the excuse that by 
continuing to supply the Federal 
Government with arms this country 
was soinehow retaining influence. but 
this had never been explained. He 
for one could not accept it. 

Had the Government consid,ered 
replacing the present British Com- 
missioner in Nigeria '! One is in- 
formed from unimpeachable sources - 
(he said) that his standing, to put it 
tactfully, is not high, and 1 suggest 
that a highly respected Brltish Com- 
missioner of great political abi!ity 
and ,integritv will be needed in rhe 
c o m l n  months. 

He asked whether i t  were true that 
the British Government would have 
to  pay massive canceiiation charges 
if arms orders from British firms for 
the Fedeial Government were not 
delivered. and whether Airworh Ser- 
vices Ltd., which might be termed a 
British Government cover organlza- 
tion. had negotiated a large contract 
to reequip the Nigerian air force 
with jet Provosts. 

MR. HENIG (Lancabter, Lab.) 
said that the British Government 
should have taken up a tougher atti- 
tude on sending relief. Britain 
should send aid on a drect basis. 

SIR JOHN EDEN (Bournemouth, 
West, C.) said the Government had 
said that if the federal force5 
advanced belond a certain point 
they would be greatly concerned. 
That point had now been reached; 
and the supply of arms should stop. 

Preventing 
economic collapse 

MACKINTOSH iBerwick 
and East Lothian, Lab.) said 
the British Government should tell 
the Federal Government that they 
viould continue to supply arms if the 
Nigerians made a better job of dis- 
tributing food. Offer aid to s t  the 
oil \veils operating again to earn 
foreign exchange to avoid an eco- 
nomic collapse of Nigeria. 

Britain should use what influence 
it had to press Federal Nigeria :o 
moderate it\ Kampala term\. There 
was no reason M hy the central easlcr 11 

\rate should not he called Biafra, .ind 
there hhnuld be a more iar rcaihing 
amncstv 

Oiukwu had reiected them. 
An example of the completely mis- 

leading claims made by Markpress 
was a press rdease that said that 
" Ainvork Services Limited, a semi- 
official British Government agency, 
was engaged in an expanslon of the 
Nigerian airforce ". Airwork Ser- 
vices pendent Limited commercial was a completely organization. inde- 

A man in the public gallery 
shouted. That is not tnle. I wrote 
that report. 

H e  was led from the gallery by 
attendants. 

MR. WHITLOCK.-lt is not a 
zemi-official British Government 
agency (The man, whoALuas still b a n g  led 

away, c r~ed  out Liar ") 
MR. WHTTLOCK said that Air- 

uo rh  Serv~ces had no plans to recruit 
pilots to serve Nlgerla. Tkil dc11- 
tities were confined to maintenance 
of tralner and communication air- 
craft 

In the past the Government had 
had repeatedly to den) s tor~es  th ' i t  
R 4 F alrcraft or  pllots had been 
made avdllable to Niger~a Now thev 
had this latest story about the British 
Government belng behind an alleged 
expansion of the Nlgerian alr force 
He w~shed not only to deny this 
allegat~on, but to polnt once more 
to the completely misleading nature 
of the type of hdnd-outs the Ibo 
leaders wele uslng in an effort to 
~nfluence outslde oplnlon 

He could go on at qreat length 
pving examples of fbo propaganda 
whlch were not only untrue but 
grossly defamdtory about B r ~ t ~ s h  
pol~cy and intentions One Instance 
of Bafrdn clalms which palnted an 
~llegitimately lurid p:cture of events 
t tai  t h e ~ r  recent allegation that fed- 
eral troops massacred 2,300 inhdbl- 
tants of two vlllages 

Demands for 
a vote 
MR THORPF (North Devon, 

L )  -Does the Mintster not think it 
time to  move on to a matter he has 
not denled that the Government 
have cont:nued to supply arms 

[There was an outburst of clapplng 
and cheering In Strdngers' Gallri \. 
and Labour aod 0ooos.tion shouts 
of " Reply to tlie debate."] 

MR. WHITLOCK contlnulng. 
s a ~ d  that particulaily traglc was the 
way thc Iboq seemed to become the 
klctlms of their own propaganda 
the beliet insti!led 111 them that an) 
concesslon uould lead to planned 
genocide bb the federal authoiitles 
\\as a stumbling block in achieving 
a cease-fire The Government did 
not accept that the Fcderdl Govein- 
ment had any such intent~ons agalmt 
the Ibos. 

[Here another man In the public 
gallery shouted " Hoa,,do L O U  hnd 
out thelr ~ n t e n t ~ o n \ ?  and nas  
escorted from the House 1 

MR.  ALLAUN.-ln vlew of the 
need to take a vote I move that the 
auestion now be put as I am assured 
that nothlng recorded In the chamber 
yesterday prohlb~ts a declhion hetole 
4 o cloik it is the \ \ r I l  o t  the 
House. (Cheers,) 

THE SPE,4KER.----Thdl i ,  right. 
7-here 1s nothing in !ebterday'.r 
motion which prevent\ n deci\ion of 
:he House he~ng  recorded b! lore, 

provided t h ~ s  debare ends before 

or two against. noisy intzrruptions 
and shouts of Sit down until, at  
4 p.m., the Speaker adjourned the 
House wlthout question put. 

Hostile 
demonstrations 

As the Speaher left the C h a r  
angry member, contlnued their hos- 
tile demonstratloo, shouU:'g thelr 
protest; and crylng: Shame, 
  ha me from both s~des  of the House 
at  the M~nisters on the front bench, 
and gathered in gesticulating groups. 

People In the public galleries, many 
of them black, joined In the demon- 
\tratlon, kho~~tlng persrstently a i  
sttendant, trled to hasten their depar- 
ture The angry x e n e  ldsted for three 
or Lour rrrlnutes before members and 
public had finally lett the Chamber 
empty 

The House a111 meet agaln on 
October 14 

Civil rights 
demand 

By Our Polit ical  Staff 

hfo re  thnn 60 Labour  baek- 
benchers yesterday \ w e d  the 
Commons  motlon tabled by  M I  
Gerard  Fitt. Republican Labour  
M . p  for  Belfast, Wext, deploring 
p o l ~ c e  proces<~on actlon a t  nga~ns t  Dungannon. a c i b ~ l  right\ cu 

Tyrone, on  Saturday. 
T h e  motlon demands that ciiu- 

zilns in Northern  he land  should 
be allowed the  same right\ of  
peaceful demon>tration as  tho= 
enjoyed by people In other parts 
of tlie United Kingdom. 

T h e  M P.s recall wold\  11\-d 
b! Mr. Wilson on July 11  on  the  
wblect  of civ11 I ~ g h t s  In Northel n 
Ireland: " T h e  P rune  M1nl5ter of 
'uor thern  Ireland and h ~ z  col- 
leagues k n o w  that we cannot  con- 
ttnue indefinitely w ~ t h  the present 
\,tuat!pn Sornethrns mui t  be 
done.  

T h e  motion also asks the Gov-  
ernment  to use powers under 
zectlon 75 o f  the Government  of 
Ireland Act,  1920, to  achieve 
e q u a l ~ t y  In civil rrghts for the  
crtlzens of Yorthern  Ireland. - 

MP seeks report 
on missing boy 

M r  John Ellis, Lnbour hf P. 
for Bristol. Puorth-West. has  taken 
u p  the  case of a ~ c h o o l b o y  lnisclng 
rn Czechoslovak~a. Mr. Ellis ha  
cancelled h ~ s  engagements a n d  1 
ua i t ing in London f o r  a re  
f r o m  the Foreign Office o n  
\ thereabouts of M a r t ~ n  Dlxo 
aged 13, of Sh~rehampton ,  B r ~ s t  

T h e  boy mas in a par ty  f ro  
\ r  Mary RCdcl~ffe and Tern 
\chool T h e  other chrldren 
turned home on Sunday 
h l r  Robert  June?, n teacher W I  

tibe pd114, \takeit i n  Ptdgue 
look for  the  boy 
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